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FRoM: Mark J. Hendrickson, Director of Community and Economic DevelopmentSUBJEGT: Public Hearing to consider adoption of the amendments to the Grassland

RECOMMENDED ACTTON(S):

1) 9p"n a public hearing and accept public testimony.
2) Close the public hearing
3) Approve the resolution adopting the amended Grassland Groundwater Sustainability plan

for portions of the county of Merced GSA - Detta-Mendota.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Sustainable Groundwater ManagementAct (SGMA) required that Groundwater SustainabilityPlans (GSPs) be.adopted for high piiority, critically-overdrafted groundwater basins in California(including the Delta-Mendota Subbasin)-by January 31,2020. in" prrr. are required to detailhow basins will become sustainable ovei a 2O-year timeframe and must be submitted to andapproved by the C_alifornia Department of Water Fiesources (DWR). The Grassland GSp adoptedby this Board on December 10, 2019 received an incomplete determination by DWR on January22,2022.

Continued on page 2
STAFFING IMPACT: None by this action.

FISCAL IMPAGT: None by this action.
ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment A - Resolution
Attachment B - Grassland GSp Executive Summary
REQUIRED REVTEW: xAuditor xAdmin Services xRist xcounser xcEo
DEPARTMENT CONTACT: Adriel Ramirez, Environmental Health Speciatist ll (209)3g1-1100,
Ext. 1096

FOR BOARD STAFF USE ONLY

BOARD ACTION: I t19t2022

SILVEIRA/ESPINOZA - APPROVED RECOMMENDATION

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-76

TO: CED
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY (continued from page 1):
consequently, th^e twenty{hree GSAs ln tne beti-Haendota Subbasin, which drafted six GSps tocover the entire subbasin, worked to address the deficiencie; 

"rfli;;i'ilDilh wi6in the 180-dayconsultation period following DWR'S determination. As required ov s'cH/|n, tn" GSA,s in thesubbasin coordinated the amendments to the six GSps tnrouin ;b;it"-M;;"ta coordinationAgreement. The amendments include revisions to the water"bros"t *rp;"ents which wererevised to reflect coordinated data and methodologies within the su-ooasin. 
-As 

we1 as revisionsto the sustainable Management criteria which wire revised for each sustainlbility lndicator ateach Representative Monitoring site using common data and cooroinateJ metnoos.

Three of the six basin GSPs cover portions of Merced County, the other three GSps within theDelta-Mendota Subbasin are outside of Merced County. The'County ot Haeiceo GSA - Delta-Mendotawasformedbythe-MercedcountyBoardof supervisors oniLrinii,ibtT. Thecountyof Merced GSA - Delta-Mendota covers approximately 47,500 acres in the Delta MendotaSubbasin,outsidetheboundariesofcitiesorwaterdlstricis. oftheaT,sooacresintheCountyof
Merced GSA - Delta-Mendota, 30,000 acres are covered in the Grassland cSi, lnoualng teoeratand state refuges and wildlife areas, privately managed wetlands, ano mlnimaj agricultural landadjacent to the Grassland Water District. lncluding thLse lands in the Grassland GSp's plan Areaensures consistent management of refuges and wildlife areas in the Delta-Mendota Subbasin, forthe purposes of sGMA, under a single Gsp. The county of Merced GSA - D;rta-Mendota haspartnered with the Grassland GSA through a memorandum of understanding for GSpdevelopment and implementation.

Groundwater Sustainability Plans have required elements outlined in water Code and associatedregulations. The elements of the Gdp lncirue, plan Area, Basin setting, sustainableManagement, criteria, Monitoring^ Network, projects and Management- e"iionr, and plan
lmplementation. The Grassland GSP includes i sustainability g6ar to pr*"nt groundwater
management-induced impairments to the beneficial users of groun'dwater,'as they relate to thesix sustainability indicators.

The Plan Area and Basin Setting sections are foundational, containing the Hydrogeologic
Conceptual Model and current and-historic groundwater conditions for the Grassland GSp plan
Area 

- 
lnclud-ed water budgets are the complete accounting of all water flowinginio ano out of the

P.lan Area' water budgets in the Grassland GSP show an average annual change in groundwater
storage for the aquifer underlying the Grassland Plan AreJ orring th" hi.toric period aeapproximately +3, 1 00 acre-feet.

The Sustainable Management Criteria section of the GSP considers six sustainability indicators,defining undesirable results for the basin ('significant and.unieii"r"ul"; ,"dive impacts). lfundesirable results occur, the GSP establishel minimum thresholds and meisurable objectivesfor each sustainability indicator throughout a monitoring network. The GSp requires establishinga monitoring network for each sustainability indicator to monitor trends in the Subbasin andevaluate GSP imprementation against the sultainabre management criteria.

Within the Grassland Plan area., the groundwater system has historically remained sustainable,rendering a unique focus on maintaining those conditions, rather than imir;;;iing new projects
or adaptive management actions. To be conservative, the Grassrand CsF;;;;il".ts recognizethat mitigation measures may be needed in the future oue to cfimale'"[rnl-"'o, neighboring
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management actionl'. Thgse projects are discussed in the Projects and Management Actionssection' Finally, the Plan lmplementation chapter dir.r..", the c-osts and schedule to implement,monitor and update the GSp.

is publicly available through the
Water Resources web page for

The Delta-Mendota Subbasin GSAs together have held multiple public and technical workshopson the progress of the amended coordinated GSPs to encourage stakeholder engagementthroughout the process.

The Grassland GSA and the County of Merced GSA - Delta-Mendota sent a SGMA required g0-
day notification of the intent to adopl an amended GSP to the cities and counties in the plan Area.

Action for Board consideration is to.open the public hearing, accept public testimony on theGrassland GSP, close the public hearing and consider adoptirig tre amenoed Grassland GSp forportions of the County of Merced GSA --Delta-Mendota throug[ a resolution.

A link to the amended Grassland GSp
Community and Economic Devetopment

County of Merced
the Delta-Mendota


