Overview of the 2025 GSP Development Process
[bookmark: _Hlk208858305]The Semitropic Water Storage District GSA, in coordination with the Kern County Subbasin, developed its 2025 GSP under the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) intervention process, following a determination by the Department of Water Resources (DWR) that the 2022 GSPs were inadequate. This process is authorized under Water Code §10735.2, which allows the SWRCB to intervene when local agencies fail to adopt or implement adequate GSPs.
On February 20, 2025, the SWRCB held a public hearing to consider placing the Kern County Subbasin on probation. However, recognizing the progress made by the Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs), the Board continued the hearing to September 17, 2025, and directed the GSAs to submit revised GSPs by June 20, 2025.
Public Participation and Comment Period
In accordance with Water Code §§10723.4 and 10727.8, the Semitropic Water Storage District GSA, in coordination with the Kern County Subbasin, provided opportunities for public involvement throughout the GSP development process:
· Draft 2025 GSPs were made available for public comment from June 20 to July 21, 2025.
· The SWRCB accepted additional public comments on the Draft GSPs through August 7, 2025.
· Comments could be submitted to SWRCB via email to SGMA-Kern@waterboards.ca.gov, by fax, or by mail to the Clerk of the Board. 
· Comments could be submitted to the Kern County Subbasin via email to comments@kerngsp.com.
· Three (3) public workshops were held in June 2025 to inform interested parties and gather feedback.
· The public is also invited to provide written and verbal comments at the continued hearing on September 17, 2025.
Adoption of the 2025 GSP
Following the public comment period and revisions, the Semitropic Water Storage District GSA, in coordination with the Kern County Subbasin, adopted the 2025 GSP in August 2025 to address deficiencies identified by DWR and SWRCB.
