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(1) DEPARTMENT 
Public Works 

(2) MEETING DATE 
8/24/2021 

(3) CONTACT/PHONE 
Dick Tzou 

Water Resources Engineer 

(805) 781-4473 

(4) SUBJECT 

Hearing to consider adoption of a resolution: 1) modifying the service area boundaries of the 
San Luis Obispo Valley Basin - County of San Luis Obispo Groundwater Sustainability Agency, to align 
with the revised City of San Luis Obispo boundary as identified in the San Luis Obispo Local Agency 
Formation Commission Resolutions 2018-08 and 2020-10; 2) authorizing the Director of Public Works, 
or designee, to take actions to effectuate said modification; and 3) finding that the project is exempt 
from Section 21000 et seq. of the California Public Resources Code (CEQA). Districts 2, 3, 4, and 5. 
(5) RECOMMENDED ACTION 
It is recommended that the Board, acting as the San Luis Obispo Valley Basin - County of San Luis Obispo 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (County GSA), considers adoption of the attached Resolution: 
1.     Modifying the service area boundaries of the County GSA to align with the revised 
      City of San Luis Obispo (City) boundary as identified in the San Luis Obispo Local Agency Formation 
      Commission (LAFCO) Resolutions 2018-08 (Annexation No. 80 to the City [San Luis Ranch Specific 
      Area Plan]) and 2020-10 (Annexation No. 81 to the City [Fiero East-West Areas]); and 

 2.     Authorizing the Director of Public Works, or designee, to take actions to effectuate said modification; 
          and 
 3.     Finding that the project is exempt from Section 21000 et seq. of the California Public Resources Code 
         (CEQA).  
(6) FUNDING SOURCE(S) 
County General Fund - Fund 
Center 201 

(7) CURRENT YEAR FINANCIAL 
IMPACT 
$1.3M to $2.6M per year for 
SGMA efforts in all eight basins. 

(8) ANNUAL FINANCIAL 
IMPACT 

$1.3M to $2.6M per year for 
SGMA efforts in all eight basins. 

(9) 
BUDGETED? 

Yes 

(10) AGENDA PLACEMENT 

{  }  Consent     {  } Presentation      {X}  Hearing (Time Est. 15_Min) {  } Board Business (Time Est.______) 

(11) EXECUTED DOCUMENTS 

 {X}   Resolutions    {  }   Contracts    {  }   Ordinances  {  }   N/A 

(12) OUTLINE AGREEMENT REQUISITION NUMBER (OAR) 
 
N/A 

(13) BUDGET ADJUSTMENT REQUIRED? 

 BAR ID Number: N/A 

 {  }   4/5th's Vote Required        {X}   N/A 
(14) LOCATION MAP 

Attached 

(15) BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT?  

No 

(16) AGENDA ITEM HISTORY    

{  }   N/A   Date  5/23/17, #24 

(17) ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REVIEW Kristin Eriksson 

(18) SUPERVISOR DISTRICT(S): District 2, District 3, District 4, District 5, 

Reference 21.100 
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO 

 

 

 

 

TO: Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Public Works 

Dick Tzou, Water Resources Engineer 

VIA: Mladen Bandov, Supervising Water Resources Engineer 

DATE: 8/24/2021 

SUBJECT: Hearing to consider adoption of a resolution: 1) modifying the service area boundaries 
of the San Luis Obispo Valley Basin - County of San Luis Obispo Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency, to align with the revised City of San Luis Obispo boundary as identified 
in the San Luis Obispo Local Agency Formation Commission Resolutions 2018-08 
and 2020-10; and 2) authorizing the Director of Public Works, or designee, to take actions 
to effectuate said modification; and 3) finding that the project is exempt from 
Section 21000 et seq. of the California Public Resources Code (CEQA). Districts 2, 3, 4, and 5. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Board, acting as the San Luis Obispo Valley Basin - County of San Luis Obispo 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (County GSA), considers adoption of the attached Resolution: 
 

1. Modifying the service area boundaries of the County GSA to align with the revised 
City of San Luis Obispo (City) boundary as identified in the San Luis Obispo Local Agency Formation 
Commission (LAFCO) Resolutions 2018-08 (Annexation No. 80 to the City [San Luis Ranch Specific 
Area Plan]) and 2020-10 (Annexation No. 81 to the City [Fiero East-West Areas]); and 
 

2. Authorizing the Director of Public Works, or designee, to take actions to effectuate said modification; 
and 
 

3. Finding that the project is exempt from Section 21000 et seq. of the California Public Resources Code 
(CEQA).  

 
Discussion 
 
On May 23, 2017, the County formed the County GSA for the San Luis Obispo Valley Groundwater Basin 
(SLO Basin) to provide sustainable groundwater management for the SLO Basin and meet the 
requirements of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).1 

 
1 Water Code Section 10720 et seq. 
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At that time, the County GSA boundary included all areas within the SLO Basin boundary as identified 
in the State Department of Water Resources (DWR) Bulletin 118 excluding those portions of the SLO Basin 
within City limits as of the formation date. 
 
Since then, the City has completed two annexations from the County. These annexation areas include 
the San Luis Ranch area located near Madonna Road (Annexation No. 80) and the Fiero East-West area 
located near the San Luis Obispo County Regional Airport (Annexation No. 81). As a result, and consistent 
with the intent of the formation of the County GSA, staff is recommending that the Board modify 
the boundaries of the County GSA to exclude the areas annexed by the City/withdraw from serving 
as the GSA for said areas.   
 
The hearing on this proposed action was noticed in accordance with Government Code 6066 
on August 10, 2021, and August 17, 2021. Adoption of the Resolution would provide staff with the requisite 
authority to coordinate with the City and DWR as necessary to effectuate the boundary change/withdrawal. 
 
The action to modify a GSA boundary is exempt from CEQA under the “general rule” that CEQA only applies 
to projects with the potential for significant effects on the environment. 
 
Other Agency Involvement/Impact 
 
The City GSA formed in the SLO Basin, in part, for the purpose of serving as a GSA within its boundary. 
LAFCO’s approval of the annexations on October 18, 2018 (Annexation No. 80) and November 19, 2020 
(Annexation No. 81) are effective and have changed the City’s boundary. The corresponding City GSA 
service area boundary modifications will become effective after the County GSA submits a boundary 
modification application for withdrawal to DWR, and the City GSA submits a boundary modification 
application for inclusion to DWR.  
 
In addition to local efforts, DWR acts as the agency in charge of developing regulations for groundwater 
basin boundary and GSA boundary modifications, providing technical assistance and coordinating 
with GSAs.  
 
County Counsel has reviewed and approved the attached resolution as to legal form and effect. 
 
Financial Considerations 
 
The costs associated with planning and implementation related to SGMA are included in the County Public 
Works FY 2021-22 Budget. Staff time associated with these efforts is largely included in the Flood Control 
District FY 2021-22 Budget. 
 
Results 
 
Approval of the resolution will allow for modification of the County GSA boundary to align 
with the City’s new boundaries consistent with the County’s intent in defining the County GSA boundaries, 
which thereby contributes to a well-governed community. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

1 Vicinity Map 
2 Certificate of Completion for Annexation No. 80 to the City of San Luis Obispo (San Luis Ranch Specific Plan 

Area) 
3 Certificate of Completion for Annexation No. 81 to the City of San Luis Obispo (Fiero East-West Areas) 
4 Resolution modifying the service area boundaries of the San Luis Obispo Valley Basin-County of San Luis 

Obispo Groundwater Sustainability Agency to align to the new City of San Luis Obispo boundaries as 
identified in San Luis Obispo Local Agency Formation Commission Resolutions 2018-08 and 2020-10; 
authorizing the Director of Public Works to take actions to effectuate said modification; and finding that 
the project is exempt from Section 21000 et seq. of the California Public Resources Code (CEQA) 

5 Notice of Exemption 
6 PowerPoint Presentation 
 
File:  CF 900.100.01 SGMA  
 
Reference: 21.100 
 
L:\Water Resources\2021\August\BOS\SLOVB Boundary Update\21.100 board ltr.docx.TD.sd 
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Recording requested by and mail to: 

Executive Officer 
Local Agency Formation Commission 
1042 Pacific Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

2018047882 
Tommy Gong 
San Luis Obispo - County Clerk-Recorder
11/19/2018 11:10 AM 

Recorded at the request of:

PUBLIC 

Titles: 1 

Fees: $0.00 
Taxes: $0.00 
Total: $0.00 

Pages: 8 
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CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 

Pursuant to Government Codes Section 57200 and 57201 this Certificate of Completion is 
hereby issued by the Executive Officer of the Local Agency Formation Commission of San Luis 
Obispo County, California. 

1. The short-form designation by LAFCO is the San Luis Ranch - No. 80 to the City of San
Luis Obispo

2. The name of the city involved in this action and the kind or type of action ordered for the
city is as follows:

City 
City of San Luis Obispo 

Change of Organization 
Annexation 

3. The above-listed property is located within San Luis Obispo County.

4. A description of the boundaries of the above-cited change is shown in the attaqhed
resolution, map and legal description and by reference incorporated herein.

5. The territory involved in this action is uninhabited and the protest process has been
waived as allowed under government code section 56662.

6. This Change of Organization has been approved subject to the conditions stated in
Resolution No. 2018-08 attached hereto and made a part hereof. The date of adoption of
the Resolution ordering this action was October 18, 2018.

7. The effective date of this change of organization is upon the date of recordation of this
certificate at the Office of the San Luis Obispo County Clerk Recorder.

I hereby certify that I have examined the above-cited ordinance or resolution for this action and 
have found this document to be in compliance with Resolution No. 2018-08 approving said 
action and adopted by the Local Agency Formation Commission of the County of San Luis 
Obispo on October 18, 2018. 

David Church 
LAFCO File No: 1-R-17 LAFCO Executive Officer 
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.govCOUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

Public Hearing:

San Luis Obispo Valley Basin-County 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) 

Boundary Modification
August 24, 2021

www.slocounty.ca.gov

Attachment 6
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.govCOUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

City of SLO Boundary Has Changed

• City annexed the San 
Luis Ranch area near 
Madonna Road, 
thereby changing the 
City’s boundaries

City and County 
formed GSAs

LAFCO approved 
annexation of 
San Luis Ranch

LAFCO approved 
annexation of 

Fiero East-West

• County decides to 
become a GSA for 
portion of SLO 
Basin not within 
City’s boundaries

• City annexed the 
Fiero East-West areas 
near the San Luis 
Obispo County 
Regional Airport, 
thereby changing the 
City’s boundaries

11/19/202010/18/20185/16/17, 5/23/17
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.govCOUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

SLO Valley Basin GSA Boundaries - Modified

SAN LUIS RANCH

FIERO EAST-WEST
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.govCOUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

GSA Formation Resolution

Consistent with Resolution 2017-146 forming the 
San Luis Obispo Valley Basin – County of San Luis 
Obispo GSA: 
“County intends to cover all areas of the SLO Basin 
that are not within the City boundary.”
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.govCOUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

GSA Boundary Modification Process

• GSAs and DWR coordinate 
with each other to 
effectuate boundary 
modifications in DWR 
portal

County considers 
adopting Resolution

GSAs & DWR 
Coordinate

• Align the County’s GSA 
boundary with the 
revised City of SLO 
boundary

TBD8/24/2021
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.govCOUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

Recommendation

1. Modifying the service area boundaries of the County GSA to align with 
the revised City of San Luis Obispo (City) boundary as identified in the 
San Luis Obispo Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) 
Resolutions 2018-08 (Annexation No. 80 to the City [San Luis Ranch 
Specific Area Plan]) and 2020-10 (Annexation No. 81 to the City [Fiero 
East-West Areas]);

2. Authorizing the Director of Public Works, or designee, to take actions 
to effectuate said modification; and

3.  Finding that the project is exempt from Section 21000 et seq. of the 
California Public Resources Code (CEQA). 

Consider adopting a resolution:
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COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.govCOUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

Thank you!
For more information, please see:

slowaterbasin.com

www.slocounty.ca.gov
7 of 7
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