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E.1 List of Interested Parties

Consideration of Beneficial Uses and Users of Groundwater

The Arvin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (Arvin GSA) is being formed by the Arvin-Edison Storage District (AEWSD or District) To date, as a member of the Kern Groundwater Authority (KGA) GSA, AEWSD has been working to develop a Groundwater Sustainability Plan “chapter” (a.k.a., “Management Area Plan” or “MAP”) for inclusion in the KGA GSA “Umbrella” Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP). Throughout this GSP development effort, AEWSD has considered and, as the Arvin GSA, will continue to consider, the interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater within the Arvin GSA area. 

As part of GSP/MAP development, AEWSD developed a comprehensive list of interested parties and this list has been maintained and updated, as new entities are identified and contact information changes. The interested parties will continue to play a pivotal role in the implementation of the GSP/MAP. As documented in the GSP/MAP, a series of Stakeholder Workshops and other stakeholder engagement efforts were held as part of the GSP/MAP development process, and the interests of beneficial uses and users of groundwater have been discussed in a collaborative working environment. The input received at workshops and as part of other outreach efforts has been summarized and incorporated into the GSP/MAP, as appropriate. Consideration of beneficial uses and users will continue during the implementation of the GSP/MAP for the Arvin GSA area.

Interested parties have been identified as part of this Notice, in accordance with the interests listed in Water Code §10723.2. Commercial and industrial groundwater users have been added as an additional interested user of groundwater in the Arvin GSA area.

§10723.2. The GSA shall consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing GSPs. These interests include, but are not limited to all of the following:

(a) Holders of overlying groundwater rights, including:
(1) Agricultural users
Kern County is currently the #1 agricultural-producing county in the United States, with its top five commodities being grapes, almonds, citrus, pistachios and milk. These commodities comprise over $4.3 billion of the over $7 billion in gross value of crops produced within Kern County.

AEWSD provides water service to the majority of the agricultural water users within its service area. The exceptions to this water service include lands within the Groundwater (only) Service Area (GWSA), which rely on private wells for agricultural water supply, and lands within the overlap area with Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District (WRMWSD), some of which receive water service from WRMWSD. The District maintains a list of landowners within its service area, and input from agricultural groundwater users has been and will continue to be integral to the development and implementation of the GSP/MAP.

(2) Food Processing Systems
Groundwater is also used by a small number of private commercial entities for industrial use (i.e., food processing). AEWSD has sought and, as the Arvin GSA, will continue to seek engagement with these commercial entities during the GSP/MAP development and implementation process.
(3) Domestic well owners
The exact quantity and distribution of domestic well owners within the Arvin GSA area is unknown. Through the public outreach process, AEWSD has sought and, as the Arvin GSA, will continue to seek engagement with domestic well owners during the development and implementation of the GSP/MAP.

(4) Commercial and Industrial users (additional interest considered by Notice)
The Arvin GSA area has historically been a productive region for oil and gas exploration. Active oil fields within the Arvin GSA area include the Edison and Mountain View oil fields. Oil and gas groundwater users generally extract water from hydrocarbon-bearing zones beneath the vertical extent of the basin.

There are currently approximately 1,514 acres of solar farms within the Arvin GSA area that utilize groundwater for dust control and equipment cleanup.

Representatives of the oil, gas, and solar industry have been and will continue to be welcome to participate in the development and implementation of the GSP/MAP .

Additional commercial and industrial groundwater users, if identified, will be engaged during the development and implementation of the GSP/MAP.

(b) Municipal well operators
Arvin Community Services District (ACSD) and Mettler County Water District (MCWD) are the only municipal well operators within the Arvin GSA area. ACSD has been and will continue to be engaged throughout the GSP/MAP development and implementation process, including through provision of ACSD-specific content to the GSP/MAP. MCWD has been engaged through requests for information and participation in stakeholder meetings.
(c) Public water systems
ACSD and MCWD are the only community public water systems (PWS) within the Arvin GSA area. ACSD serves a population of approximately 20,850 customers and MCWD serves approximately 157 customers. Based on publicly available data, there are also at least four non-community PWS that serve potable water within the Arvin GSA area, including an RV park and several commercial/industrial facilities with their own potable supply wells. Other PWS have been identified by AEWSD staff. All identified PWS within the Arvin GSA area have been contacted and invited to participate in the GSP/MAP development and implementation process.

While publicly available data have been examined to identify PWS in the Arvin GSA area[footnoteRef:1], it is understood that these datasets may be incomplete and thus the Arvin GSA will continue to seek engagement with any additional water systems during the development and implementation of the GSP. [1:  Including the California Environmental Health Tracking Program Water System Map Viewer (http://www.cehtp.org/page/water/water_system_map_viewer).] 

(d) Local land use planning agencies
The Arvin GSA area is comprised of unincorporated County land and the incorporated City of Arvin (municipality). The Kern County Planning and Community Development is responsible for land use planning in the District. The County has been and will continue to be involved in the development and implementation of the GSP/MAP through its role as the local plan use and well permitting agency.

(e) Environmental users of groundwater.
In most places in the Arvin GSA area the water table lies between 300 and 400 feet below land surface[footnoteRef:2]. Thus, there is no environmental use of groundwater in the form of contributions to stream flow. [2:  California Department of Water Resources, Groundwater Information Center, Spring 2016 Depth to Water Point Data, accessed 27 July 2016.] 

To the extent that any additional environmental users of groundwater are identified, they will be considered and engaged during the development and implementation of the GSP.
(f) Surface water users, if there is a hydrologic connection between surface and groundwater bodies
There are no known users of surface water within the Arvin GSA area. To the extent that surface water users are identified, they will be considered and engaged during the development and implementation of the GSP/MAP.
(g) The federal government, including, but not limited to, the military and managers of federal lands
Within the Arvin GSA area there are no federally-owned lands. AEWSD holds a contract for surface water supplies from the Friant Kern Division of the Central Valley Project, a federal water project, and thus interacts with federal water managers regularly as part of its operations. This federal entity is not a beneficial use or user of groundwater within the Arvin GSA area, but nevertheless is one whose interests, related to water management, have been and will continue to be considered during GSP/MAP development and implementation.
(h) California Native American tribes
Land owned by the Tejon Tribe exists within the District’s service water service area. AEWSD has been in contact with the Tejon Tribe as part of outreach efforts during GSP/MAP development. If any additional Native American tribes are identified within the Arvin GSA area, they will be invited to participate in GSP/MAP development and implementation. 

(i) Disadvantaged communities, including, but not limited to, those served by private domestic wells or small community water systems
US Census Tract 62.01 was identified as a Severely Disadvantaged Community Tract based on an average household income less than 60% of the State median (U.S. Census, 2015). There are currently 4,595 severely disadvantaged households in the City of Arvin, 54 severely disadvantaged households in Edmundson Acres, and 583 severely disadvantaged households in Weedpatch. Mettler is identified as a Disadvantaged Community with 31 households. 

AEWSD has sought, and the Arvin GSA will continue to seek, to engage residents of disadvantaged communities during the development and implementation of the GSP/MAP through workshops, engagement with Arvin CSD, and coordination with relevant community groups and local PWS. 

(j) Entities listed in CWC §10927 that are monitoring and reporting groundwater elevations in all or a part of a groundwater basin managed by the groundwater sustainability agency
[bookmark: _GoBack]AEWSD is a Monitoring Entity within the Kern County Basin under the California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) Program. AEWSD conducts the CASGEM monitoring effort within the Arvin GSA area.


