
   
     
 

   

 

Kern River Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

 

 

April 12, 2016 

Mark Nordberg, GSA Project Manager 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Section 
California Department of Water Resources 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, California  94236-0001 
 
 
Re: Notice of Decision to Become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency  
 
 
Dear Mr. Nordberg, 
 
Per Section 10723.8(a) of the California Water Code, the City of Bakersfield, the Kern Delta 
Water District, and the Kern County Water Agency Improvement District No.4 hereby give 
notice of their decision to form the Kern River Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for a 
portion of the Kern County Subbasin (Basin Number 5-22.14, DWR Bulletin 118) within the San 
Joaquin Valley Groundwater Basin.    
 
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), passed in 2014, requires that all basins 
designated as high- or medium-priority basins that are subject to critical overdraft conditions 
are to be managed under a groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) or coordinated GSPs (Section 
10720.7).  The Kern County Subbasin is a high-priority basin and is identified as having critical 
overdraft conditions.  Information regarding the status of groundwater basins is provided by 
the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) at:  
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/cod.cfm. 
 

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/cod.cfm
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This GSA notification and supporting materials are submitted to DWR within 30 days of the 
decision to form the GSA by its member agencies per Water Code §10723.8(a). 
 
Water Code §10723.8(a)(1) requires that this GSA notification include information regarding 
the service area boundaries of the GSA and the boundaries of the basin the GSA intends to 
manage.  Exhibit 1 includes three maps to satisfy the requirements of Water Code 
§10723.8(a)(1).  Map (A) shows the Kern River GSA boundary.  Map (B) shows the Kern River 
GSA boundary within the Kern County Subbasin.  Map (C) shows the boundaries of the service 
areas of the agencies that comprise the Kern River GSA.    The digital GIS data corresponding to 
the GSA boundary maps shown in Exhibit 1 are included with this submittal and provided on 
compact disc. 
 
Water Code §10723.8(a)(1) also requires information regarding other agencies managing or 
proposing to manage groundwater within the basin.  At the time of this Kern River GSA 
Notification submittal to DWR, it is our understanding that the Buena Vista Water Storage 
District has submitted a Notification to Form a GSA with DWR for a portion of the Kern County 
Subbasin.  Within the Kern County subbasin, we understand that other agencies may be 
considering or proposing to form GSAs to manage groundwater resources in their own services 
areas.  To our knowledge at this time, the following entities have held either a public hearing or 
expressed interest in forming a GSA: the Kern Groundwater Authority (KGA) and the Olcese 
Water District.  We understand that the Greenfield County Water District has held a public 
hearing, passed a resolution to form a GSA, and will be submitting their Notification to Form a 
GSA with DWR.   
 
On March 1, 2016 the governing Board of the Kern Delta Water District held a public hearing 
(Water Code §10723.b) regarding formation of the Kern River GSA.  On March 15, 2016 the 
Board passed Resolution 2016-03 wherein the District resolved to become a GSA in cooperation 
with the City of Bakersfield and Improvement District No.4 of the Kern County Water Agency 
for the portion of the Kern County Subbasin as shown in Exhibit 1.  Exhibit 2 contains a copy of 
the approved resolution to form the Kern River GSA by the governing Board of the Kern Delta 
Water District.  Exhibit 3 includes details regarding the public noticing of the March 1, 2016 
hearing by the Kern Delta Water District. The noticing process was consistent with the 
requirements of Section 6066 of the California Government Code. 
 
On March 2, 2016 the City Council of Bakersfield held a public hearing (Water Code §10723.b) 
regarding formation of the Kern River GSA.  On March 30, 2016 the City Council passed 
Resolution 039-16 wherein the City resolved to become a GSA in cooperation with the Kern 
Delta Water District and Improvement District No.4 of the Kern County Water Agency for the 
portion of the Kern County Subbasin as shown in Exhibit 1.  A copy of Resolution 039-16 is 
included in Exhibit 2.  Details regarding the public noticing of the March 2, 2016 hearing by the 
City Council are provided in Exhibit 3 and are consistent with the requirements of Section 6066 
of the California Government Code.   
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On March 31, 2016 the Board of Directors of the Kern County Water Agency on behalf of 
Improvement District No.4 held a public hearing  (Water Code §10723.b) regarding formation of 
the Kern River GSA.  On March 31, 2016 the Board of Directors passed Resolution 11-16 
wherein the Kern County Water Agency, Improvement District No.4 resolved to become a GSA 
in cooperation with the Kern Delta Water District and the City of Bakersfield for the portion of 
the Kern County Subbasin as shown in Exhibit 1.    A copy of Resolution 11-16 is included in 
Exhibit 2.  Details regarding the public noticing of the March 31, 2016 hearing by the Board of 
Directors are provided in Exhibit 3 and are consistent with the requirements of Section 6066 of 
the California Government Code. 
 
Exhibit 4 provides a memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the Kern Delta Water 
District, City of Bakersfield, and Kern County Water Agency Improvement District No.4 to form 
the Kern River GSA and manage groundwater resources sustainably within the GSA boundary.  
Please note that Exhibit C-1 to the MOU in Exhibit 4 contains a list of additional agencies that 
have joined the Kern River GSA.   Exhibit 5 includes additional supporting documents related to 
these additional agencies that have joined the Kern River GSA. 
 
Per California Water Code §10723.2, GSAs shall consider the interests of all beneficial uses and 
users of groundwater within their service area, as well as those responsible for implementing 
Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs).  Exhibit 6 lists interested parties developed pursuant 
to Water Code §10723.2 and describes how these users and uses will be considered during the 
development and operation of the Kern River GSA and implementation of the GSP for the Kern 
River GSA.  If additional interested parties are discovered, they too will be included in the 
development and operation of the GSA and the development and implementation of the 
agency’s sustainability plan (Water Code 10723.8(a)(4)). 
 
Water Code §10723.4 states that a GSA shall also establish and maintain a list of persons 
interested in receiving notices regarding plan preparation, meeting announcements, and 
availability of draft plans, maps, and other relevant documents. Any person may request, in 
writing, to be placed on the list of interested persons.  The Kern River GSA will establish and 
maintain such a list of persons interested in receiving notices.   
 
Except for the authorities granted to a GSA pursuant to Part 2.74 of Division 6 of the California 
Water Code (SGMA), no new bylaws, ordinances, or authorities have been adopted by the 
District or City at this time of forming the Kern River GSA (Water Code §10723.8(a)(3)). 
 
The undersigned hereby represents that the information required by California Water Code 
§10728.3 is included within this notice and that the notification process is complete. 
 
 
 
 



mailto:achianel@bakersfieldcity.us
mailto:mulkay@kerndelta.org
mailto:dbeard@kcwa.com
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EXHIBIT 5   

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS FOR ENTITIES ALSO JOINING THE KERN RIVER GSA 

INCLUDING: 

 DOCUMENTS FROM 

(A) EAST NILES COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

(B) NORTH OF THE RIVER MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT
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EAST NILES COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant to California Water Code section 10723 
(b), East Niles Community Services District (District) will hold a public hearing on 
Monday March 21, 2016 at the hour of 5:30 p.m., at the District offices located 
at 1417 Vale Street, Bakersfield, California to consider and determine whether 
the District shall decide to become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency and/or 
to consider and determine whether the District will form a Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency with one or more other local agencies and water 
purveyors, for a portion of the Kern County Subbasin of the Tulare Lake 
Groundwater Basin.  Written comments should be submitted to the District, to 
the attention of Timothy P. Ruiz, District Manager no later than 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday, March 21, 2016.    During the hearing, the District will receive oral and 
written comments before making a decision. 

Exhibit 5-A

Page 5-5



Exhibit 5-A

Page 5-6



Exhibit 5-B
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Exhibit 5-B
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Exhibit 5-B
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