
Entity Description of Interests

County of Santa Clara
County government with land use jurisdiction within its boundaries. A portion of the upper Pajaro 
River watershed is within Santa Clara County.

NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service - 
West Coast Region

NMFS is responsible for the stewardship of the nation's ocean resources and their habitat. Their 
goal is to maintain productive and sustainable fisheries, safe sources of seafood, the recovery and 
conservation of protected resources, and healthy ecosystems

Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
The Open Space Authority conserves the natural environment, supports agriculture and connects 
people to nature, by protecting open spaces, natural areas, and working farms and ranches for 
future generations.

Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Central Coast Region

The Central Coast Water Board is a regulatory extension of the State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB), which was established by the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (1969). 
The State Water Code establishes the responsibilities and authorities of the nine RWQCBs and the 
SWRCB. The federal Clean Water Act provides for the delegation of certain responsibilities in 
water quality control and water quality planning to the states; the Regional Boards implement 
portions of the Clean Water Act, such as the NPDES program and toxic substance control 
programs. The Central Coast Water Board coordinates and controls the quality of water in its 
region through the protection of beneficial uses, development of water quality objectives to 
protect the beneficial uses, and implementation planning to accommodate the water quality 
objectives

San Benito County Water District
The groundwater sustainability agency for the portions of the Hollister and San Juan Bautista 
Subbasins located in San Benito County

Santa Clara Audubon Society
The Audubon Society seeks to “conserve and restore natural ecosystems” for birds and other 
wildlife, using science and education to influence individual actions and public policy.

Santa Clara County Farm Bureau

The Farm Bureau is organized on a county, state and national basis, with the county Farm Bureau 
serving as the core of the organization. The Farm Bureau is a voluntary, nongovernmental, 
nonpartisan organization of farm and ranch families seeking solutions to the problems that affect 
their lives, both socially and economically.

Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter

The local chapter of the Sierra Club was active in the District GWMP process. It is committed to 
participating in the a South Santa Clara County Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Communities 
Conservation Plan. The planning area includes the Uvas- Llagas watershed, which is a tributary to 
the Pajaro River.

The Nature Conservancy

TNC is a leading international, nonprofit organization whose mission is to preserve the plants, 
animals and natural communities that represent the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the 
lands and waters they need to survive. TNC is currently working on projects within the Pajaro River 
Watershed that promotes private lands conservation and other conservation practices. They work 
with landowners, communities, cooperatives and businesses to establish local groups that can 
protect land.

Wineries of Santa Clara Valley Association

The purpose of this sssociation is to educate people about wine and wineries, grape growing using 
sustainable agricultural winemaking and production practices related to the highest standard of 
quality winemaking in Santa Clara Valley, and to provide educational opportunities and promote 
public awareness about the cultural heritage, health benefits and enjoyment of wine in a socially 
responsible manner, and to be recognized as a positive, contributing member of the community.

Individuals
There are various individuals that have expressed an interest in sustainable groundwater 
management.
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