
	AGENDA DATE:
	[bookmark: Date][bookmark: _GoBack]May 16, 2017- REVISED

	
	

	
	
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check3]Public Hearing Required	Yes	|_|	N/A	|X|
[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Check6]Scheduled Public Hearing w/Clerk 	Yes	|_|	N/A	|X|
[bookmark: Check7][bookmark: Check9]Published Notice Required	Yes	|_|	N/A	|X|
[bookmark: Check10][bookmark: Check12]Advertised Published Notice	Yes	|_|	N/A	|X|
[bookmark: Check15]Meet & Confer Required	Yes	|_|	N/A	|X|
[bookmark: Check16]Electronic file(s) has been sent	Yes	|X|	N/A	|_|
[bookmark: Check19][bookmark: Check21]Budget Transfer (Aud 308) attached	Yes	|_|	N/A	|X|
[bookmark: Check24]Personnel Resolution attached	Yes	|_|	N/A	|X|
[bookmark: Check26][bookmark: Check27]Agreements are attached and signature line for Chairman is marked with tab(s)/flag(s)	Yes	|_|	N/A	|X|

CONTACT PERSON: Denise England    PHONE:  636-5005


	
	

	SUBJECT:
	[bookmark: Subject]Public Hearing to Elect to Become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency for Unmanaged Areas in Tulare County

	
	

	REQUEST(S): 

	
	That the Board of Supervisors:

	
	[bookmark: Overview]On May 16, 2017 
1. Set a Public Hearing for June 6, 2017 at 7:30 PM in the Board Chambers, County Administration Building, 2800 W. Burrel Ave., Visalia, California to elect to become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the unmanaged portions of the high priority groundwater sub-basins within Tulare County; and
2. Approve the Notice of Public Hearing  

On June 6, 2017
1. Hold a Public Hearing; and 
2. Elect to become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency and undertake sustainable groundwater management in the portion of the Kings Sub-basin (Subbasin # 5-022.08 of the San Joaquin Valley Basin as defined by DWR Bulletin 118) underlying Tulare County’s boundaries and not covered by another Groundwater Sustainability Agency pursuant to Water Code Section 10724; and
3. Elect to become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency and undertake sustainable groundwater management in the portion of the Kaweah Sub-basin (Subbasin # 5-022.11 of the San Joaquin Valley Basin as defined by DWR Bulletin 118) underlying Tulare County’s boundaries and not covered by another Groundwater Sustainability Agency pursuant to Water Code Section 10724; and
4. Elect to become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency and undertake sustainable groundwater management in the portion of the Tule Sub-basin (Subbasin # 5-022.13 of the San Joaquin Valley Basin as defined by DWR Bulletin 118) underlying Tulare County’s boundaries and not covered by another Groundwater Sustainability Agency pursuant to Water Code Section 10724; and
5. Develop an outreach program, either in cooperation with other Groundwater Sustainability Agencies or independently to include all stakeholders to ensure all beneficial uses and users of groundwater are considered; and
6. Direct staff to negotiate the development of Groundwater Sustainability Plans with other Groundwater Sustainability Agencies in accordance with all applicable statues and regulations; and  
7. Direct staff to negotiate coordination agreements with other agencies or entities utilizing groundwater in the Kings, Kaweah, and Tule Sub-basins, for the purpose of implementing a cooperative, coordinated  structure for the management of the Sub-basins pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act; and
8. Direct staff to send to the Department of Water Resources, within thirty (30) days of this Resolution, Tulare County’s notification of its election to be a Groundwater Sustainability Agency pursuant to Water Code Section 10723.8 and all necessary information including but not limited to: the boundaries of the Sub-basins that the County intends to manage, which shall include lands within the County’s boundary as set forth in the maps attached hereto as Exhibit 1, a copy of this resolution, a list of the interested parties developed pursuant to Section 10723.2 of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, and an explanation of how their interests will be considered in the development and operation of the GSA and the development and implementation of the Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s Groundwater Sustainability Plan.  

	
	

	SUMMARY:

	
	[bookmark: Recommend]On September 16, 2014, Governor Jerry Brown signed into law the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 (SGMA), which authorized local agencies to manage groundwater in a sustainable fashion.  SGMA requires all high and medium priority groundwater basins, as designated by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR), to be managed by a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA).  Within Tulare County, the Kings (5-022.08), Kaweah (5-022.11), and Tule (5-02.13) Sub-basins have been characterized by DWR as high-priority and critically over-drafted.  Local agencies have worked diligently to become GSAs and have successfully covered most of the high-priority sub-basins in Tulare County.  Water Code Section 10724 provides for counties to become GSAs for any unmanaged area effective July 1, 2017.  Any portion of a high-priority sub-basin not covered by a GSA on June 30, 2017 may trigger probationary status for the entire sub-basin and the unmanaged portion would be required to pay significant fees to the State Water Resources Control Board.  Additionally, any area of a high priority sub-basin that has overlapping GSAs will be deemed unmanaged on June 30, 2017 and will trigger the “unmanaged” area fees and potential probationary status.

Currently, there are small portions of unmanaged areas in the Kings and Tule Sub-basins.  There are areas of significant overlap in the Kaweah and Tule Sub-basins that are at risk of being deemed unmanaged, if the overlap is not resolved by June 30, 2017.  Staff has prepared a map illustrating those areas that are currently unmanaged and those that have overlapping GSAs (Exhibit 1).  

Staff has been in discussions with existing GSAs to gain coverage and active groundwater management for the unmanaged areas.  Staff is confident that the unmanaged areas can be managed by existing GSAs through an agreement with those GSAs once the County has elected to become a GSA for the unmanaged areas.  In the cases of overlap, significant work has been done through a facilitated process to reach a resolution.  Staff is hopeful that these areas will be resolved by June 30, 2017 and be deemed unmanaged.  Should the areas not be resolved by June 30, 2017 staff has been in discussion with the overlapping GSAs and reaching an agreement with the GSAs for management is a viable option. 

In order for Tulare County to become the GSA for unmanaged areas of its high priority sub-basins and prevent probationary status, noticing pursuant to Section 6066 of the Government Code and holding a public hearing pursuant to Water Code Section 10723(b) must be completed.  

Once the public hearing is set staff is prepared to publish the notice and comply with the consideration of the interest of interested parties pursuant to Water Code Section 10723.2. 

	
	

	FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING:

	
	[bookmark: Fiscal]There are no Fiscal Impacts for FY 2017 and the costs associated with SGMA implementation, including the unmanaged areas, are included in the FY 2018 Requested Budget. 

	
	

	LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN:

	
	[bookmark: Optional]The County’s Strategic Plan includes an initiative to provide for the safety and security of the public which includes the goal of providing an adequate and safe water supply. 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

	IN THE MATTER OF ELECT TO BECOME 
	)
	

	A GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY  
	)
	Resolution No. ____________

	AGENCY FOR UNMANAGED AREAS IN 
	)
	

	TULARE COUNTY
	)
	



	UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR 					, SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR  			, THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD 				, BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

	AYES:	
	NOES:	
	ABSTAIN:	
	ABSENT:	

	ATTEST:	MICHAEL C. SPATA
	COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/
	CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS


	BY:	_________________________________
	Deputy Clerk

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  


On May 16, 2017 
1. Set a Public Hearing for June 6, 2017 at 7:30 PM in the Board Chambers, County Administration Building, 2800 W. Burrel Ave., Visalia, California to elect to become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the unmanaged portions of the high priority groundwater sub-basins within Tulare County; and
2. Approved the Notice of Public Hearing  



BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

	IN THE MATTER OF ELECT TO BECOME 
	)
	

	A GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY  
	)
	Resolution No. ____________

	AGENCY FOR UNMANAGED AREAS IN 
	)
	

	TULARE COUNTY
	)
	



	UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR 					, SECONDED BY SUPERVISOR  			, THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD 				, BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

	AYES:	
	NOES:	
	ABSTAIN:	
	ABSENT:	

	ATTEST:	MICHAEL C. SPATA
	COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/
	CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS


	BY:	_________________________________
	Deputy Clerk

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

On June 6, 2017
1. Held a Public Hearing; and 
2. Elected to become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency and undertake sustainable groundwater management in the portion of the Kings Sub-basin (Subbasin # 5-022.08 of the San Joaquin Valley Basin as defined by DWR Bulletin 118) underlying Tulare County’s boundaries and not covered by another Groundwater Sustainability Agency pursuant to Water Code Section 10724; and
3. Elected to become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency and undertake sustainable groundwater management in the portion of the Kaweah Sub-basin (Subbasin # 5-022.11 of the San Joaquin Valley Basin as defined by DWR Bulletin 118) underlying Tulare County’s boundaries and not covered by another Groundwater Sustainability Agency pursuant to Water Code Section 10724; and
4. Elected to become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency and undertake sustainable groundwater management in the portion of the Tule Sub-basin (Subbasin # 5-022.13 of the San Joaquin Valley Basin as defined by DWR Bulletin 118) underlying Tulare County’s boundaries and not covered by another Groundwater Sustainability Agency pursuant to Water Code Section 10724; and
5. Developed an outreach program, either in cooperation with other Groundwater Sustainability Agencies or independently to include all stakeholders to ensure all beneficial uses and users of groundwater are considered; and
6. Directed staff to negotiate the development of Groundwater Sustainability Plans with other Groundwater Sustainability Agencies in accordance with all applicable statues and regulations; and  
7. Directed staff to negotiate coordination agreements with other agencies or entities utilizing groundwater in the Kings, Kaweah, and Tule Sub-basins, for the purpose of implementing a cooperative, coordinated  structure for the management of the Sub-basins pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act; and
8. Directed staff to send to the Department of Water Resources, within thirty (30) days of this Resolution, Tulare County’s notification of its election to be a Groundwater Sustainability Agency pursuant to Water Code Section 10723.8 and all necessary information including but not limited to: the boundaries of the Sub-basins that the County intends to manage, which shall include lands within the County’s boundary as set forth in the maps attached hereto as Exhibit 1, a copy of this resolution, a list of the interested parties developed pursuant to Section 10723.2 of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, and an explanation of how their interests will be considered in the development and operation of the GSA and the development and implementation of the Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s Groundwater Sustainability Plan.  
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