E.1 List of Interested Parties

Consideration of Beneficial Uses and Users of Groundwater

The White Wolf Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) will consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater, including those responsible for implementing the Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs), prior to and during the development and implementation of the GSP for the White Wolf Subbasin (the Subbasin). Prior to GSP development, a comprehensive list of interested parties will be developed through an extensive public outreach effort. Through the course of GSP development and implementation, this list will be maintained and updated, as new entities are identified and contact information changes. The interested parties will play a pivotal role in the development of the GSP. A series of Stakeholder Workshops are proposed, such that the interests of beneficial uses and users of groundwater may be discussed in a collaborative working environment. These workshops are anticipated to occur at regular intervals and/or coincident with key deliverables, leading up to and throughout the course of GSP development. The input received at workshops will be summarized for the public record and incorporated into the final GSP, as appropriate.

Interested parties have been identified as part of this Notice, in accordance with the interests listed CWC §10723.2. Commercial and industrial groundwater users have been added as an additional interested user of groundwater in the Subbasin.

§10723.2. The GSA shall consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well as those responsible for implementing GSPs. These interests include, but are not limited to all of the following:

(a) Holders of overlying groundwater rights, including:
(1) Agricultural users
The primary land use in the Subbasin is irrigated agriculture, comprising 41% of the total land area in the Subbasin in 2013.[footnoteRef:1] Collectively, Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District (WRMWSD) and Arvin-Edison Water Storage District (AEWSD) provide water service to the majority of the agricultural water users in the Subbasin. Each water district maintains a list of landowners within its service area, and input from agricultural groundwater users will be integral to the development of the GSP. [1:   Kern County Department of Agriculture and Measurement Standards, 2013.] 


Agricultural groundwater users in areas outside of the WRMWSD and AEWSD service areas will be engaged through the public outreach process prior to and during the development and implementation of the GSP.

(2) Domestic well owners
The quantity and distribution of domestic well owners within the Subbasin is unknown. Through the public outreach process, the White Wolf GSA will seek to identify and engage domestic well owners prior to and during the development and implementation of the GSP.

(3) [bookmark: _GoBack]Commercial and Industrial users (additional interest considered by Notice)
The Pastoria Energy Facility, owned and operated by Calpine Corporation, is located on the southern border of the Subbasin, adjacent to the A.D. Edmonston Pumping Plant. The Pastoria Energy Facility relies exclusively on surface water supplies. Griffith Company operates a sand and gravel mine in the Subbasin and relies on both surface and groundwater supplies. Both facilities will be engaged prior to and during the development and implementation of the GSP.

The Subbasin has historically been a productive region for oil and gas exploration. Active oil fields in the Subbasin include the following: Comanche Point, North Tejon, Pleito, Tejon, Tejon Hills, Valpredo, and Wheeler Ridge. Oil and gas groundwater users generally extract water from hydrocarbon-bearing zones beneath the vertical extent of the Subbasin, defined in the Request as the depth where groundwater exceeds 3,000 milligrams per liter of total dissolved solids. The White Wolf GSA will work closely with the oil and gas industry prior to and during the development and implementation of the GSP.

The Tejon Ranch Commerce Center (TRCC), owned and operated by the Tejon Ranch Company (TRC) and served by Tejon-Castac Water District (TCWD), is the only large non-agricultural development in the Subbasin. The interests of the TRCC will be considered in the development and implementation of the GSP through TCWD’s participation in the White Wolf GSA.

Additional commercial and industrial groundwater users, if identified, will be engaged prior to and during the development and implementation of the GSP.

(b) Municipal well operators
There are currently no identified municipal well operators within the Subbasin.

(c) Public water systems
Although all four parties are public agencies, only TCWD is a Public Water Agency providing potable water service. WRMWSD and AEWSD provide untreated water for irrigation and industrial purposes, and the County does not provide water service. These entities will be actively involved in the development and implementation of the GSP through their participation in the White Wolf GSA.

Tehachapi Cummings County Water District (TCCWD) overlies a very small portion of the Subbasin in the eastern uplands. As part of the basin boundary modification process, TCWD informed TCCWD of the overlap. The TCCWD stated that it had no interested in the management of the White Wolf Subbasin under SGMA, and that the apparent overlap was likely a result of imperfect shapefiles.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  TCCWD letter to TCWD, 4 April 2016] 


The White Wolf GSA will seek to identify and engage any additional water systems prior to and during the development and implementation of the GSP.

(d) Local land use planning agencies
The entire Subbasin is comprised of unincorporated County land, and the Kern County Planning and Community Development is responsible for land use planning in the Subbasin. The County will be actively involved in the development and implementation of the GSP through its participation in the White Wolf GSA.

(e) Environmental users of groundwater.
There is minimal interaction between groundwater and surface water in the Subbasin. In most of the Subbasin, the water table lies more than 300 feet below land surface[footnoteRef:3] and thus there is no groundwater contribution to stream flow. In the vicinity of the Springs Fault in the southeastern corner of the Subbasin, however, there is evidence of spring flow contributing to a strip of natural well-watered vegetation in an otherwise dry land cover. The spring discharge rate is estimated to be approximately 200 to 500 acre-feet per year.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  California Department of Water Resources, Groundwater Information Center, Spring 2016 Depth to Water Point Data, accessed 27 July 2016.]  [4:  Erler & Kalinowski, Inc., White Wolf Subbasin Technical Report, 16 March 2016. ] 


To the extent that additional environmental users of groundwater are identified, they will be considered and/or engaged prior to and during the development and implementation of the GSP.

(f) Surface water users, if there is a hydrologic connection between surface and groundwater bodies
Surface water features in the Subbasin include ephemeral streams draining the Tehachapi Mountains, the California Aqueduct, and a network of irrigation canals and ditches.

The TRC owns appropriative water rights to several of the ephemeral tributaries to the Subbasin. As a landowner in the Subbasin, the TRC will be will be engaged prior to and during the development and implementation of the GSP.

(g) The federal government, including, but not limited to, the military and managers of federal lands
There are no identified federal lands within the Subbasin.

(h) California Native American tribes
There are no identified California Native American tribal lands within the Subbasin.

(i) Disadvantaged communities, including, but not limited to, those served by private domestic wells or small community water systems
A portion of US Census Tract 62.02, which overlies an area of the northern portion of the Subbasin along Interstate 5, was identified as a Disadvantaged Community Tract based on an average household income less than 80% of the State median.[footnoteRef:5] There were no Disadvantaged Community Places identified within the Subbasin.[footnoteRef:6] The White Wolf GSA’s public outreach process will specifically seek to engage any identified disadvantaged communities prior to and during the development and implementation of the GSP.  [5:  US Census American Community Survey, 2010-2014.]  [6:  Ibid.] 


(j) Entities listed in CWC §10927 that are monitoring and reporting groundwater elevations in all or a part of a groundwater basin managed by the groundwater sustainability agency
Although WRMWSD conducts a groundwater monitoring program in the Subbasin, AEWSD is the only Monitoring Entity in the Subbasin under the California Statewide Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) Program. AEWSD will be actively involved in the development and implementation of the GSP through its participation in the White Wolf GSA.


