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NOTICE OF THE INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY'S
ELECTION TO BECOME A GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY

AGENCY FOR THE ENTIRETY OF THE INDIAN WELLS
VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN

Pursuant to the provisions of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA), and in particular California Water Code section 10723.8, the lndian Wells Valley

Groundwater Authority (Authority) hereby gives notice to the California Department of
Water Resources (DWR) of its election to become a Groundwater Sustainability Agency
(GSA) and to undertake sustainable groundwatermanagementforthe entiretyof the lndian

Wells Valley Groundwater Basin (Basin).
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The Basin, which is designated as Basin No. 6-54 in California Department of Water
Resources Bulletin 1 18, is included on the list of critically overdrafted basins. The entirety
of the Basin, which overlies portions of Kern, lnyo, and San Bernardino Counties, is

coterminous with the GSA management area subject to this Notice, which is depicted on

the attached Exhibit A (Management Area).

The Joint Powers Agreement forming the lndian Wells Valley Groundwater
Authority, which is attached hereto as Exhibit B, consists of five signatories. The

signatorìes are all GSA eligible entities and their combined political boundaries overly the
eñtirety of the Basin. Thé signatories formed the Authority for the express purpose of
becoming the GSA for the entirety of the Basin.

Prior to its decision to become a GSA for the Management Area, the Authority's
Board of Directors held a properly noticed public hearing on December 8, 2016. The public

hearing was held in accordance with Water Code section 10723(b), and it was noticed in

accordãnce with Government Code section 6066. Proof of Publication is attached hereto

as Exhibit C.

At the conclusion of the public hearing, the Authority's Board of Directors

unanimously adopted Resolution No. 02-16 (attached hereto as Exhibit D) electing to
become a CSR for the Management Area. The Authority's Board of Directors did not adopt

any new bylaws, ordinances, or other authorities related to this Notice; and this Notice has

beôn provided within 30 days of the hearing as provided for in Water Code section

10723.8(a).

As of the date of this Notice, and to the best of the Authority's knowledge, there are

no other agencies, local agencies as defined by Water Code section 10721(n), and/or
Groundwatèr Sustainability Agencies as defined by Water Code section 10721O that are

managing, or proposing to manage, groundwater within the Basin pursuant to SGMA. To

the belt ót tne Authority's knowledge, a list of agencies that could potentially file to be a

GSA within the Basin is attached hereto as Exhibit E'

Pursuant to California Water Code sections 10723.8 and 1 0723.2, the Authority has

considered, and will continue to consider, the interests of all beneficial uses and users of
groundwater, as well as those that are responsible for implementing GSPs. Additionally,

the Authority is committed to an open process including active and open discussions with

all interested parties during the GSP development process'

Pursuant to California Water Code section 10723.8 and 1 0723.2, the Authority is
actively developing a list of interested parties within the Management Area. The Authority
is committed to amending this list as necessary during the GSP development process. To

the best of the Authority's knowledge, a complete list of interested parties developed to

date is attached hereto as Exhibit F.
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The Authority is committed to cooperatively and collaboratively working with all

interested parties in an inclusive and open process that will lead to the development and

implementation of a GSP that achieves sustainable groundwater management' The

Authority is committed to providing all interested parties with opportunities, both formal and

informai to provide input throughout the process of developing, operating, and

implementing ine GSA and GSP. ln part, the Authority's commitment will take the form of

foimal and iñformal outreach to all interested parties, as well as the holding of public

informational meetings and the development of an informationalwebsite'

By this Notice, the Authority has provided DWR with all applicable information

required by Water Code section 10723.8(a). lf any further information is required, please

contact Alan Christensen at 661-868-3183 or at the following email address:

ach t:isten s_e_n @ cq,Ke t n ça. u s.

Sincerely,

,@&hw
Phillip W. Hall
General Counsel for the lndian Wells
Valley Groundwater AuthoritY

cc: lndian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority

enclosures
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INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS AGREEMENT

TIIIS JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS AGREEMENT f'Agreement') forming
the tndian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority ("Authority") is made and entered into as

of July 15, 2A76 ("Effective Date'o), by and among the public agencies listed on the attached

Exhibit "A" (collectively "General Members" and individually "General Member") for the

purpose of forming a Groundwater Sustainable Agency ("GSA") and achieving

goundwater sustainabitlty in the Indian Wells Valley Crroundwater Basin.

RECITALS

\ilHEREAS, the comprehensive groundwater legislation collectively enacted and

referred to as the "sustainable Groundwater Management Act'o (íSGMA") initially became

effective on January l,2Aß.

WHEREAS, the stated purpose of SGMA, as set forth in California Water Code section

10720.1, is to provide for the sustainable management of groundwater basins at a local level by
providing local groundwater agencies with the authority and technical and financial assistance

necessary to sustainably manage groundwater.

WHEREAS, SGMA further provides for and anticipates that the iocal groundwater

agencies and federal govemmental entities overlying a basin will form Groundwater Sustainable

Agencies ('GSAs') for the purpose of achieving groundwater sustainability through the

adoption and implementation of Groundwater Sustainability Plans ("GSPs") for the basin.

WHEREAS, each of the General and Associate Members overlie a portion of the

Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin ('Basin") which is designated basin number 6-54 in
Department of Water Resources Bulletin No. 118 and which is included on the list of critically
overdrafted basins.

WIIEREAS, SGMA requires that the Basin have a designated GSA by no laterthan June

30,2017 and an adopted GSP by no later than January 31,2020.

WHEREAS, the General Members are authorized by the Joint Exercise of Powers Act
(Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title I of the California Govemment Code) ("Acf') to create the

Authority for the puqpose of jointly exercising those powers granted by the Act and any

additional powers which are coÍtmon among them.

WHEREAS, the General and Associate Members, individually and collectively, have the

goal of cost effective sustainable groundwater management that considers the interests and

óoncertts of all of the communities and parties that rely upon the Basin for their water supply.

I



\ilIIEREAS, the General Members hereby enter into this Agreement to establish this
Joint Powers Authority to undertake the management of groundwater resources pursuant to

SMGA.

AGREEMENT TERMS

NOW TIIEREFORE, in consideration of the matters recited and the mutual promises,

covenantso and conditions set forth in this Agreement, the Associate Members having expressed

their intent to enter into a memorandum of understanding with the Joint Powers Authority
delineating their participation in the Authority, the General Members hereby agree as follows:

Article I: Definitions

Section 1.01 - Definitions.

As used in this Agreement, unless the context requires otherwise, the meaning of the

terms hereinafter set forth shall be as follows:

(a) "Act" shall mean the Joint Exercise of Powers Act, set forth in Chapter 5 of
Division 7 of Title 1 of the California Government Code, sections 6500, et seq., including all
laws supplemental thereto.

(b) "Agreement" means this Indian Wells Valley Ground Water Authority Joint

Exercise of Powers Agreement.

(c) "Associate Member" or "Associate Members" shall refer to those federal

governmental entities listed in the attached Exhibit "B". Associate Members shall only consist

of those federal governmental entities overlying the Basin who are authorized to participate in a
GSA and whose willful participation is necessary because of, and limited by, legal principles

such as sovereign immunity andl/or the preemption doctrine. To the extent perrnitted by law
and/or federal rules and regulations as they may be amended, "As'sociate Members" shall be

afforded a representative non-Director's seat on the Authority's Board of Directors which wiil
entitle them to full participation in the meetings and discussions of the Board' However,

Associate Members shall not appoint Directors and they shall not have the power to vote on any

action to be taken by the Authority or to become an ofhcer of the Authority.

(d) "Authority" shall mean the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority, which is

a separate entity created by this Agreement pursuant to the provisions of California Govemment

Code sections 6500 et seq.

(e) "Basin" shall mean the Indian $/ells Valley Groundwater Basin which is
designated basin number 6-54 in Department of Water Resources' BulletinNo. 118 and as its

bounda¡ies may be modified from time to time througb the procedures described in California

Water Code section 10722.2.

(f) "Board of Directors" or "Board" shall mean the governing body of the Authorþ
as established by Section 6.01 of this Agreement.
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(g) "Bylaws" shall mean the bylaws adopted by the Board of Directors pursuant to
Section 8.5 of this Agteement to govern the day-to-day operations of the Authority.

(h) "Fiscal Year" shall mean that period of 12 months established as the Fiscal Year
of the Authority pursuant to Section 9.03 of this Agreement.

(Ð "General Member" or "General Members" shall mean the eligible agencies listed
in the attached Exhibit *A." tlrat have executed this Agreement, including any new General

Members that may subsequently join this Authority with the authorization of the Board, pursuant

to Section 5.02 of this Agreement.

O "Groundwater Sustainability Agency" or "GSA" shall have the meaning set forth
in California Water Code section 10721fi).

Q<) "Groundwater Sustainability Plan" or "GSP" shall have the meaning set forth in
Califomia Water Code section 10721 (k).

(l) '?rimary Director" and "Alternate Director" shall mean a Primary Director or
Alternate Director appointed by a General Member pursuant to Section 6.02 of this Agreement.

(m) *Regular Monthly Receivables" shall mean those costs and bills of the.Authorþ,
which are routine in nature and which have not been objected to by any Director either at the

meeting or in writing prior to the meeting.

(n) "special Activities" shall mean activities that are consistent with the purpose of
this Agreement and which are done in the name of the Authority pursuant to Section 10.01 of
this Agreement, but which are undertaken by fewer than all the General Members.

(o) "sustainable Groundwater Management Acf' or *SGMA" shall mean the

comprehensive groundwater legislation coliectively enacted and referred to as the "Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act" ("SGMA') as.codified in California Water Code sections 10720

et seq. and as may be amended in the future.

Article II: Authoritv Creation

Section 2.01- Creation of thç Authoritv.

There is hereby øeated a joint powers agency known as the Indian Wells Valley
Groundwater Authority ("Authority'). The Authority shall be, to the extent provided by law, a

public entity separate from the General Members of this Agreement.

Section 2.02 - Purpose of the Authoritv.

The purpose of this Agreement, and the creation of the Authority, is to provide for the
joint exercise of powers common to the General Members, and those additional powers granted

by SGMA, for the purpose of cooperatively carrying out the requirements of SGMA, including,

but not limited to, serving as the GSA for the Basin and developing, adopting and implementing

a GSP that achieves gtoundwater sustainability in the Basin.

J



Article III: Term

Section 3.01 - Term.

This Agreement shall become operative on the EfTective Date provided that at least two
of the General Members listed in Exhibit A have executed this Agreement by said date. If an

eligible agency listed in Exhibit A has not executed this Agreement and paid their initial funding
contribution called for in Section 9.02 by August 15, 2016, they will lose their right to join
through execution of this Agreement and their membership will be subject to the process for
inclusion of new General Members set forth in Section 5.02'

This Agreement shall remain in effect until terminated by the unanimous written consent

of all then active General Members or there are less than two General Members remaining in the

Authority; provided, however, that this Agreement shall remain in effect during the term of any

contractual obligation or indebtedness of the Authority that was previously approved by the

Board.

Artiqle IV: Powers

Section 4.01 - Powers.

The Authority shall possoss the ability to exercise those powers specifically granted by
the Act. Additionally, the Authority shall possess the abilþ to exercise the common powers of
its Members related to the purposes of the Authority, including and limited to the following:

4.01.i To designate itself the GSA for the Basin pursuant to SGMA.

4.0L.2 To develop, adopt and implement a GSP for the Basin pursuant to

SGMA.

4.01.3 To adopt rules, regulations, policies, bylaws and procedures governing

the operation of the Authorþ and the adoption and implementation of
the GSP.

4.01.4

4.01.5

4.01.6

4.41.7

To contract for the services ofengineers, attorneys, planners, fïnancial

consultants, and separate and apart therefrom to appoint agents and

representatives to employ such other staffpersons as necessary-

To collect and monitor all data related and beneficial to the

development, adoption and implementation of the GSP for the Basin

To issue revenue bonds or other appropriate public or private debt and

incur debts, liabilities or obligations in connection with the operation,

maintenance, administration and management of any facilities required

to carry out these purposes.

To levy assessments, charges and fees as provided in SGMA.

4



4.01.8

4.01.9

4.01.10

4.01.11

4.01.t2

4.01.13

4.01.i4

4.01.15

4.01.16

4.At.r7

4.01.18

To regulate and monitor groundwater extractions as permitted by
SGMA, provided that this provision does not extend to a General or

Associate Member's operation of its system to distribute water once

extracted or otherwise obtained, unless and to the extent required by
other laws.

To establish and administer water banking programs for the benefit of
the Basin.

To establish and administer water recycling, recapturing or purifying
programs for the benefit of the Basin.

To cooperate, act in conjunction and contract with the United States'

the Staie of Califomia, or any agency thereof, counties, municipalities,
public and private corporations of any kind (including without
iimiøtion, investor-owned utilities), and individuals, or any of them, for
any and all purposes necessary or convenient for the fulI exercise of the

powers ofthe Authority.

To accumulate operating and reserve funds and invest the same as

allowed by law for the purposes of the Authority.

To apply for and accept grants, contributions, donations and loans

undei any federal, state or local progr¿lms for assistance in developing

or implementing any of its projects of programs in connection with any

projeõt untaken in the Authority's name for the purposes of the

Authority.

To acquire by negotiation or condemnation, lease, purchase, construct,

hold, manage, maintain, operate and dispose of any buildings, property,

water rights, works or improvements within and without the respective

bounda¡ies of the General Members necessary to accomplish the

purposes described herein.

To sue or be sued in its own name.

To invest funds pursuant to Califomia Govemment Code section 6509.5

or other applicable State Law.

Any power necessary or incidental to the foregoing po'wers in the

-aottã. and according to the procedures provided for under the law

applicable to the General Members to this Agreement.

Any additional powers conferred r¡nder SGMA or the Act or under

applicable law, insofar as such powers are needed to accomplish the

purposes of SGMA, including all powers granted to the Authority under

Article 4 of the Act which are in addition to the common powers of the

General Members, including the power to issue bonds or otherwise
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incur debts, liabilities or obligations to the extent authorized by the Act
or any other applicable provision of law and to pledge any property or
revenues of the rights thereto as security for such bonds and other
indebtedness.

Section 4.02 - Exercise of Powers.

In accordance with California Government Code section 6509, the foregoing powers shall

be subject to the restrictions upon the manner of exercising such powers pertaining to the County

of Kem. '

Section 4.03 - Water Rights and Consideration of all Beneficial Uses and Users of
Groundwater in the Basin.

As set forth in Califomia Water Code section 10723.2, and any future amendments to
SGMA, the GSA shall consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater in
the Basin, as well as those responsible for implementlng the GSP. Additionally, as set forth in
California Water Code section 10720.5(a), and any futurç amendments to SGMA, any GSP

adopted pursuant to this Agreement shall be consistent with Section 2 of Article X of the

Caiifornia Constitution and nothing in this Agreement modifies the rights or priorities to use or
store groundwater consistent with Section 2 of Article X of the California Constitution, with the

exception that no extraction of groundwater between January l, 2015 and the date the GSP is
adopted may be used as evidence of or to establish or defend against, any claim of prescrþtion.

Likewise, as set forth in Caiifornia Water Code section 10720.5(b), and any future amendments

to SGMA, nothing in this Agreement or any GSP adopted pursuant to this Agreement determines

or alters strrface water rights or groundwater rights under contmon law or any provision of law
that determines or gtants surface water rights.

Section 4.04 - Presqrvation of Police Powers.

Nothing set forth in'this Agreement shall be deemed to modify or otherwise limit a
county's ot rity's police powers in any \ilay or its authority to regulate groundwater under

existing law or any amendment thereto. The adopted GSP shall not authorize arLy water supply

augmentation to the Basin with groundwater exffacted from another groundwater basin within
the jurisdiction of a General Member without the express approval of the Primary Director
representing that General Member.

Article V: Membership

Section 5.01- Gçneral Members.

The General Members of the Authority shall be the public agencies listed on the attached

Exhibit "A"o so long as their Membership has not been withdrawn or terminated pwsuant to the

provisions Article XI of this Agreement

6



Section 5.02 - New General Memhers.

The Board may approve an applicati-on for a new General Member to the Authority
through a vote of the Board so long as: 1) the new General Member is a public agency that is
qualiflred to join the Authority under the provisions of SGMA and the Act; and, 2) the new

General Member agrees to or has met any other conditions that the Board may establish from
time to time.

Once an application is approved by the Board of Directors, the governing bodies for each

of the General Members shall be sent the application for consideration and possible approval.

For a new General Member to be admitted, the application must be approved by each of the

governing bodies for the General Members. Upon final approval, the attached Exhibit "A" shall

be amended to reflect the new General Member.

Sectio.n.5.03 - Associate Members.

The Associate Members of the Authority shall be those Federal Govemmental Entities

listed on the attached Exhibit "8" so long as their Membership has not been withdrawn or
terminated pursuant to the provisions Article XI of this Agreement. Associate Members shall be

afforded a representative non-voting seat on the Authority's Board of Directors which will entitle

the representative to fulI participation in the meetings and discussions of the Board. However,

representatives of Associate Members shall not be Directors, nor shall they become ofFrcers of
the Authority and they shall not have the power to vote on any action and or proposal before the

Board of Directors.

Article VI: Directors and Officers

Section 6.01 - Board of Directors.

The Authority shall be governed and administered by a Board of f)irectors
("Board") which is hereby established and which shall be composed of one voting seat per

General Member. To the extent permitted by law md/or federal rules and regulations as they

may be amended, Associate Members shall not be allowed to vote on any matter before the

Board but they shall be afforded a representative non-voting seat on the Board, which will
entitle them to full participation in the meetings aqd discussions of the Board and any

Committees established by the Board.

Section 6.02 --Dirqctors ?nd Alternates.

Each General Member's governing body shall appoint one Primary Director and one

Altemate Director. The Altemate Director shall serve and assume the rights and duties of the

Primary Director when the Primary Director is unable to attend a Board meeting. The Primary

and Aliemate Directors for the County of Kern, Indian Wells Valley Water District and the City
of Ridgecrest shall be elected members of their governing bodies. Primary Directors and

Alternate Directors shall serve at the pleasure of the goveming body appointing them and they

may be removed at any time, with or without cause, in the sole discretion of their governing

body. Each Primary Director and Altemate Director shalt hotd office until their successor is

seletted by their goveming body and the Authority has been notified of the succession.

7



Section 6.03 - Officers of the Board..

Officers of the Authority's Board shali consist of a Chairperson and Viee-Chairperson.

The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Board, while the Vice-Chairperson shall

perform the duties of the Chairperson in the absence or disability of the Chairperson. The

bhuirperson and Vice-Chairperson shall exercise and perforrn such other powers and duties as

may be assigned by the Board.

Section 6.04 - Appointm-ent of Officers of the Board.

The Board shall annually elect the Officers of the Board from the Primary Directors.

Offrcers of the Boa¡d shall hold office for a term of one yea.r commencing on January I of each

and every calendar year and they may serve for multiple consecutive terms. Offrcers of the

Board may be removed and replaced at any time, with or without cause by a Board vote. In the

event that an Officer of the Boa¡d loses their position as a Primary Director, that Ofhcer of the

Board position shall become vacant and Boa¡d shall elect a new individual to serve the

remaining term.

Article VII: Board Meetines and Actions

, 
Section 7.01 - Initial Meetine.

The initial meeting of the Board shall be held at a location overlying the Basin within
forty five days (45) days ofthe Effective Date of this Agreement.

Section 7.02 - Resular Meetine Schedule.

The Board shall establish a regular meeting time and place at the initial meeting of the

Board. The Board may vote to change the regular meeting time and place provided that the new
location remains at a place overlying the Basin.

' Section 7.03 - Special Meetiúes.

Special mèetings of the Board shall be conducted pursuant to Califomia Govemment
Code section54956 and they may be called by the Chairperson, or by the concur¡ence of any two
Primary Directors.

Section 7.04 - Committees of the Board.

The Board may from time to time estabiish advisory committees for the purpose of
making rebommendations to the Boa¡d on the various activities of the Authority. The
establishment of any corirmittee and its duties shall require the vote of the Board of Directors and

the activities of the committee shall be subject to the provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act
(California Government Code sections 54950, et seq.). Committees shall exist for the term

specified in the action creating the committee and the Board may dissolve a committee at any

time through a vote of the Board of Directors.

8



The Board shall ensure that the development of the GSP includes the meaningful

participation of all water users in the Basin including but not limited to the General Members,

Associate Members, regulated public water utilities, mutual water companies and other private
well pumpers. The Board shall enswe this meaningful participation through the establishment of
one or more committees which will contain members from the above groups so long as their
participation does not violate the State ethics and conflict of interest laws, including California
Government Code sections 1090 et seq., or any other law.

Sqction 7.05 - Conduct of Board and Committees of the Board MeetinEs.

All meetings of the Board of Directors, including special meetings and Board committee
meetings, shall be noticed, held, and conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Ralph
M. Brown Act (California Government Code sections 54950, et seq.). The Board may use

teleconferencing in connection with any meeting in conformance with, and to the extent
authorized by, applicable law. The Boa¡d may further establish rules of conduct for its meetings
provided that said rules do not conflict with the Ralph M. Brown Act or other applicabie law.

All meetings of Committees of the Board that are formed in accordance with Section 7.04

shall be noticed, held, and conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Ralph M. Brown
Act (California Government Code sections 54950, et seq.). A Committee may use

teleconferencing in connection with any meeting in conformance with, and to the extent
authorized by, applicable law. The Boa¡d may further establish rules of conduct for Committees
of the Boa¡d meetings provided that said rules do not conflict with the Ralph M. Brown Act or
other applicable law.

Section 7.06 - Ouorum.

A quorum of the Board shall consist of majority of the Directors representing the then
active General Members. ln the absence of a quorum, no business may be transacted beyond the
adjoummeqt of a meeting by the remaining Directors. A Director shall be deemed present for
the determination of a quorum if the Director is present at the meeting in person or if they
participate in the meeting telephonically as provided for by Ralph M. Brown Act.

Section 7.07 - Votins.

The affirmative vote of a majority of the Board shall be required for the approval of any
Boa¡d action. In addition, no action may be approved by the Board unless it receives the
affirmative vote from no less than two of the then voting Directors representing the County of
Kern, the City of Ridgecrest and/or the Indian \Mells Valley Water District.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Boa¡d may approve the Regular Monthly Receivables
by a simple majority vote so long as the routine costs and bills making up the Regular Monthly
Receivables have not been objected to by any Director. While a Director may voice an oral
objection at the meethg, u Director's presence is not required and they may also file an objection
in writing prior to the meeting. Likewise, any meeting of the Board may be adjourned by a
simple majority vote of the then present Directors.
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Section 7.08 - GSP Adoption. Modilication, or Alteration.

The final adoption of a GSP and the modifi.cation and/or alteration of any adopted GSP

shall require the affirmative vote of at least 4/5ths of the General Members on the Board, unless

a General Member's Director abstains or recuses himself or herself from the matter. In the event

a General Member's Director abstains or recuses himself or herself, the voting requirement shall

become 3/4ths. In the event that two General Member Directors abstain and/or recuse

themselves, the voting requirement shall become2/3rds.

Section 7.09 - Minutes.

The Boa¡d shall cause minutes to be kept of all public meetings of the Board and any
Board appointed Committees. The Board shall further cause a copy of draft minutes to be

forwarded to each Director and to each General Member Agency.

Article VIII: Operations and Manaeement

Section 8.01 - Administrator.

The Authority may appoint an Administrator, from time-to-time as and when it deems

appropriate. If appointed, the Administrator shail serve at the pleasure of the Board of Directors

and their duties and responsibiiities shall be set forth via a vote of the Boa¡d.

Section 8.02 - Leeal Counsel and Other Officers,l

The Authority may appoint General Legal Counsel who shall serve at the pleasure of the

Board via a vote of the Boa¡d. Subject to the limits of the Authority's approved budget, the

Board shall also have the power to appoint and contract via a vote of the Board for the services

ofother offrcers, consultants, advisers and independent contractors as it may deem necessary or
convenient for the business of the Authority, all of whom shall serve at the pieasure of the Board.

Section 8.93-- Emplovees and Manaeement.

In addition to, or in lieu oi hiring employees, the Authority may engage one or more

General Members to manage any or all of the business of the Authority on terms and conditions

acceptable to the Board of Directors. Any General Member so engaged shall have such

responsibilities as are set forth in the contract for such General Member's selices, which shall

be approved by a majority vote of the Directors representing the non-contracting Members.

Section 8.04 - Principal Office.

At the initial meeting of Board, the Boa¡d shall establish a principal office for the

Authority, which shall be located at a place overlying the Basin. The Board may change the

principal office fiom time to time as the Board sees fit so long as that principal office remains at

a location overlying the Basin.
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Section 8.05 - Byl¿ws.

The Board shall adopt Bylaws goveming the conduct of meetings and the day-to-day
operations of the Authority on or before the first anniversary of the Effective Date. The Bylaws
may be amended from time to time as the Board deems necessary.

Section 8.06 - Official Seal and Letterhead.

The Board may adopt, and/or amend, an official seal and letterhead for the Authority by a
vote of the Directors.

Section 8.07 - Conflict of Interest Code.

At the initial meeting of Board, the Board shall begin the process for the adoption and

filing of a Conflict of Interest Code pursuant to the provisions of the Political Reform Act of
1974.

Article IX: Financial Provisions

Section 9.01 - Establishment of Funds.

The Board shall establish and maintain such funds and accounts as may be required by
generally accepted public agency accounting practices. The Authority shall maintain strict
accountability of all funds and report of all receipts and disbursements of the Authority.

Section 9.02 - Initial Fundine Pavments.

In order to provide the needed capital to initially fund the Authority, the General

Members shall each provide an initial contribution of $15,000 due upon their execution of this
Agreement. To the extent the Authority is able to secure other funding sources in the future, and

to the extent permitted by law, the Authority shall reimburse the initial contributions on a

proportionate basis.

Notwithstanding the equal amount of initial fi.rnds contributed by each of the General

Members, the parties intend for future funding contributions to be allocated on a fair, proportional

basis (e.g., irrigated acreage, groundwater pumping, population, and/or number of wells).

Section 9.03 - Fiscal Year.

The Fiscal Year of the Authority shall be from January 1 through December 31 of each

year. If the Boa¡d so desires, it may change the Fiscal Year.

Section 9.04 - Fiscal Asent and Treasurer.

The County of Kern shall serve as the Fiscal Agent and Treasurer for the Authority
unless otherwise directed by a vote of the Board of Directors. The Fiscal Agent shall be

responsible for all money of the Authority from whatever source. All funds of the Authority
shall be strictly and separately accounted for and regular reports shall be rendered ofall receipts
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and disbursements during the Fiscal Year as designated by the Board. The books and records of
the Authority shall be open to inspection by the General Members.

SectÍon 9.05 - Funds¡ Pronqrtv¡-Eonds.

The Board shail from time to time designate the officers and persons, in addition to those

specified in Section 9.04 above, who shail have charge of; handle, or have access to any funds

and/or property of the Authority. Each such offi.cer and person shall file a bond in an amount

designated by the Boa¡d.

Section 9.06 - Audit Duties.

The Board shall contract with a certified public accountant to audit the accounts and

records of the Authority as required by applicable accounting practices and the Act.

Section 9.07 - Budeet.

By a date no later than January l,2}l7,and sixty (60) days before the end of each Fiscai

Year thereafter, the Board shall adopt a budget for the Authority for the ensuing Fiscal Year.

The Board may authorize mid-year budget adjustments, as needed

Notwithstanding Section 11.04, a General Member shall not be fiscally liable for any

adopted or modified budget or budget item(s) provided thæ the General Member's Director
provides written notice within fouiteen (14) days of the adoption or modification of the budget or

a budget item that the Director intends to recommend to their board that the General Member

withdraw from this Agreement. The notice provided in this section shall serve.to limit the

General Member's fiscal liability for the contested budget or budget item(s) so long as the

General Member's board formally votes to withdraw from this Agreement within sixty (60) days

of the adoption or modification of the budget or budget item(s).

Section 9.08 - Pavmqnts To The Authoritv.

(a) All fees, costs and expenses incurred by the Authority shall be funded from: (i)
voluntary dontributions from third parties, such as grants; (ii) assessments on the General

Members, levied from time to time by the Board to caüy out the activities of the Authority
generally applicable to all Members; and, (iii) assessments, fees andlor charges levied by the

Authority under the provisions of SGMA

(b) No General Member shall be bound, financially or otherwise, by any obligation,

contract or âctivity undertaken by the Authority unless and except to the extent agreed upon by
the General Member, except that each General Member shall be obligated to fund its then cunent

annual share of the general basic budget of the Authority, provided such budgets are otherwise

approved as provided herein. Funding of other matters shall be through Special Activþ
agreements or as otheiwise agreed to by the General and Associate Members.

(c) The Associate Members carìnot contribute direct funding to the Authority

however they witl assist in project development technical support, and information sharing

including field studies/data as appropriate.
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Article X: Snecial Activities

Section 1.0.01 - SpeciAI Activities.

With the prior approval of the Board, General Members may undertake Special Activities
in the name of itte arrittority. Prior to undertaking a Special Activity, the General Members

electing to participate in the Special Activity shall enter into an activity agreement. Such activity
agreement shall provide that: (i) no Special Activity undertaken pursuant'to such agreement shall

conflict with the terms of this Agreement; and, (ii) the General Members to the activity
agreement shall indemniff, defend and hold the other parties to this Agreement and the.

Authority harmless from and against any liabilities, costs or expenses of any kind arising as a

result of the Special Activþ described .in'the activity agreement. All assets, rights, benefits,

debts, liabilities and obligations attributable to a Special Activity shall be assets, rights, benefits

debts, liabilities and obligations solely of the General Members that have entered into the activity
agreement for that Special Activity, in accordance with the terms of the activity agreement, and

shall not be the assets, rights, benefits, debts, liabiiities and obligations of those General and

Associate Members that have not executed, the activity agreement. General and Associate
Members not electing to participate in the Special Activity shall have no righs, benefits, debts,

liabilities or obligations attributable to such Special Activity.

Artiele )il: Relatio-nshin of Authoritv Anil lts Members

fecUon tt.Ot 
,Sena

In accordance with Califomia Government Code Sections 6506 and 6507, the Authority
shall be a public entity separate and apart from the parties to this Agreement.

Section 11.02 - Liabilities.

The General Members do not intend hereby to be obligated either jointþ or severally for
the debts, liabilities or obligations of the Authority, except as may be specifically provided for in
Catifornia Govemment Code Section 895.2 as amended or supplemented. Therefore unless, and

to the extent otherwise required by law or agreed to herein by the General Members, the debts,

liabilities and obligations of the Authority shall not be debts, liabilities or obligations of the

General Member entities. The Authority shall own and hold title to all funds, property and

works acquired by it during the term of this Agreement.

Section 11.03 - Indemnitv.

Funds of the Authority may be used to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the

Authority, each General Membero each Director, and any officers, agents and employees of the

Authority for their actions taken within the course and scope of their duties while acting on

behalf of the Authority. Other than for gross negligence or intentional acts, to the fullest extent

permiued by law, the Authority agrees to save, indemnify, defend and hold harmless each

General Member from any liability, claims, suits, actions, arbitration proceedings, Érdministrative

proceedings, regulatory proceedings, losses, expenses or costs of any kind, whether actual,

alleged or-tlrreatened, inciuding attomey's fees and costs, court costs, interest, defense costs, and

expert witness fees, where the same arise out of, or are attributable in whole or in part, to
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negligent acts or omissions of the Authority or its employees, officers or agents or the
employees, officers or agents of any General Member, while acting within the course and scope

of a General Member relationship with the Authority.

Section 11.04 - Withdrary?l of Members.

Any General and/or Associate Member shall the have the ability to withdraw by
providing forty-five (45) days written notice of its intention to withdraw. Said notice sha1l be
given to the Board and to each of the other General and Associate Members. In the event of a
withdrawal, this Agreement shall continue in full force and eflect among the remaining members
as set forth in Section I1.06 below.

Section 11.05 - Termination of Members.

The Boa¡d may vote to terminate any Member for cause including, but not limited to,
the failure to meet its funding obligations set forth in this Agreement or future actions of the
Boa¡d. In the event of a termination, this Agreement shall continue in full force and effect
¿Lmong the remaining members as set forth in Section 11.06 below.

Section 11.06 - Continuins Oblisations unon Withdrawal or Termination..

Except as provided for in Section 9.07, any withdrawal or termination of a General

Member, shall not relieve the General Member of its financial obligations (including, but not
limited to, indemnity obligations, capital costs, debt obtigations, CaIPERS unfunded Liability, or
any net operations and maintenance costs resulting from such withdrawal) arising under this
Agreement prior to the effective'date of the withdrawal or termination.

The withdrawal or termination of one or more General Members, shall not terminate this
Agreement or result in the dissolution of the Authority. This Agreement shall remain in firll force
and effect among the remaining members, followi4g the withdrawal or termination of any

General Member, and the Authority shall remain in operation provided that there are at least two
General Members remaining in this Agreement.

Section 11.07 - Dissolution.

The Authority may be dissolved at any time upon the unanimous vote of the Board and

approval of the General Members' governing boards. However, the Authority shall not be

dissolved until all debts and liabilities of the Authority have been eliminated. Upon dissolution
of the Authority, each General Member shall receive its proportionate share of any remaining

assets after all Authority liabilities and obligations have been paid in full. The distribution of
remaining assets may be made "in kind" or assets may be sold and the proceeds thereof

distributed to the General Members. This distribution shall occur within a reasonable time after

dissolution. No former member which previously withdrew or was terminated shall be entitled to
a distribution upon dissolution.

t4



Section 11.08 - Disposition of Pronerty Unon Termination of Authoritv or Board
Determination of Surplus.

Upon termination of this Agreement or'upon determination by the Board that any surplus
money is on hand, such surplus money shall be returned to the then General Members of the
Authórity that contributed such monies in proportion to their contributions. The Board shall first
ofler any surplus proper,ties, works, rights and interests of the Authority for sale to the individual
General Member and the sale shali be based on highest bid. If no such sale is consummated, the

Board shall offer the surplus properties, works, rights and interests of the Authority for sale in
accordance with applicable law to any govemmental agency, private entity or persons for good

and adequate consideration.

Article XII: tliscellaneous Provisions

Section 12.01 - Agreement Comnlete.

The foregoing constitutes the fulI and complete Agreement of the General Members.
This Agreement supersedes all prior agreements and understandings, whether in writing or oral,

related to the subject matter of this Agreement that are not set forth in writing herein.

Section 12.02 - Amendment

This Agreement riray be amended from time to time by the unanimous consent of the

General Members, acting through their goverriing bodies.

Section 12.03 - Assisnment.

Except as otherwise provided in this Agqeement, the rights and duties of the General

Members may not be assigned or delegated without the advance written consent of all the other

General Members, and any attempt to assign or delegate such rights or duties in contravention of
this section shall be null and void. Any assignment or delegation permitted under the terms of
this Agreement shall be consistent with the terms of any contracts, resolutions or indentures of
the Authority then in effect. This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon

the successors and assigns of the General Members hereto. This section does not prohibit a

General Member from entering into an independent agreement with another agency regarding the

financing of that General Member's contributions to the Authority or the disposition of proceeds,

which that General Member receives under this Agreement so long as such independent

agteement does not affect, or purport to affect, the rights and duties of the Authority or thc
General Members under this Agreement.

Section 12.04 - Disnute Reqolution.

In the event there are disputes and./or controversies relating to the interpretation,

construction, performance, termination, breach of, or withdrawai from this Agreement, the

General Members involved shall in good faith meet and confer amongst themselves in an attempt

to informally resolve such matter(s). If the General Members are unsuccessfrrl in resolving sueh

matter(s) through an informal meeting process, they shall attempt to resolve such matter(s)

through mediation. If they are unable to resolve such matter(s) through mediation, they may
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attempt to settle such issue(s) by arbitration under the rules and regulations of the American
fubitration Association or they may exercise whâtever other legal rights and remedies they may

have in court. Any party requesting arbitration under this Agreement must make a request on the

other General Members by registered or certified mail with a copy to the American Arbitration
Association.

Sectio4 12.05 - Execution In Parts Or Counterparts.

This Agreement may be executed in parts or counterparts, each part or counterpart being

an exact duplicate of all other parts or counterparts, and all parts or counterparts shall be

considered as constituting one complete original and may be attached together when executed by
the General Members hereto. Facsimile or electronic signatures shall be binding.

Section 12.06 - Member Authorization,

The goveming bodies of the General Members have each authorized execution of this

Agreement, ãs evidenced by their respective signatures below.

Section 12.07 - No Predetermination or Irretrievable Commitment of Resources.

Nothing herein shall constitute a determination by the Authority or any of its General and

Associate Members that any action shall be undertaken or that any unconditional or irretrievable

commitment of resources shall be made, until such time as the required compliance with all
local, state, or federal laws, including without limitation the California Environmental Quality
Act, National Environmental Policy Act, or permit requirements, as applicable, have been

completed.

Section 12.08 - Noticeu

Notices authorized or required to be given pwsuant to this Agreement shall be in writing
and shall be deemed to have been given when mailed, postage prepaid, or delivered during

working hours to the addresses set forth for each of the Members hereto on Exhibit o'4" of this

Agreement, or to such other changed addresses communicated to the Authority and the General

and Associate Members in writing.

Section 12.09 - Severabilitv And Validitv Of Aereement.

Should the participation of any General and/or Associate Member to this Agreement, or

any part, term or provision of this Agreement be decided by the courts or the legislature to be

ittegãt, in excess of *rut Member's authority, in conflict with any law of the State of California,

or otherwise rendered unenforceable or ineffectual, the validity of the remaining portions, terms

or provisions of this Agreement shall not be affected thereby and each Member hereby agrees it
*oul¿ hav.e entered into this Agreement upon the same remaining terms as provided herein.

Section 12.10 - Sinqular Includes Plural.

Whenever used in this Agreement, the singular form of any term includes the plural form

and the plural form includes the singular form.
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IN WITI{ESS WHEREOF, the Members hereto, pursuant to resolutions duly and

regularly adopted by their respective Board of Directors or governing board, _have 
caused their

ouì11", to be ãfüxed by their p.op.r and respective offrcers as of the day and year first above-

written.

CTTY OF RIDGECREST

By:
Peggy Breeden, Mayor

ATTEST:

By:
Secretary

COUNTY OF INYO

By:
Jeff Grifñths, Chairman
County of Inyo Board of Supervisors

COUNTY OF

By:
Mick Gleason, Chairman
County of Kern Board of Supervisors

APPROVED AND RECOMMENDED :

COTINTY ADMINIS TRATIVB OFFICE

By:
Alan Chief Deputy
CAO for Water Resources

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

By:
City Attorney

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Marshall Rudolpþ Corurty Cor¡nsel

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
OFFICE OF COLINTY COLINSEL

County Counsel

By:
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CO

By:
J

AN BERNARDINO

INDIAN \ryELLS VALLEY
WATER DISTRICT

By:

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
OFFICE OF COTINTY COUNSEL

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

By:
James A. Worth, General Counsel

2 201 0
Supervisorsof

OF

Counsel

Don Cortichiato, President of the Board
of Directors
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EXHIBIT A

GENERAL MEMBERS

City of Ridgecrest
City Clerk

100 W. CalifomiaAvenue
Ridgecres! CA 93555

County of Inyo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

P.O. DrawerN
Independence, CA 93526

County of Kern
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors,

Administrative Center
1115 Truxtun Avenue, 5û Floor

Bakersfield CA 93301

County of San Bernardino
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
385 N. Arrowhead Ave,2nd Floor
San Bernardino, CA 924'15-0130

Indian Wells Valley Water District
General Manager

500 W. Ridgecrest Boulevard
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
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EXHIBIT B

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

United States Department of the Interior
Bureau of t and Management

United States F{avy
hlaval Air Weapons Station China Lake
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tJ,õ .ruFlrï-A.rttJr\

The BAI(ERSFIELD CALIFORNIAI{
P.O. BOX 440

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93302

CLERK OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
1 1 15 TRIIXTTIN AVE 5TH FL
BAKERSFIELD, CA 9330I

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF KERN

I AM A CITIZEN OF T}IE UNITED STATES AND A RESIDENT
OF THE COLTNTY AFORESAID: I AM OVBR THE AGE OF
EIGHTEEN YEARS, AND NOT A PARTY TO OR INTERESTED
IN THE ABOVE ENTITLED MATTER. I AM THE ASSISTANT
PRINCIPAL CLERK OF TTIE PRINTER OF THE BAKERSFIELD
CALIFORMAN, A NEV/SPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION,
PRINTED AND PTIBLISHED DAILY IN TIIE CITY OF
BAKERSFIELD COUNTY OF KERN,

AND WHICHNEWSPAPER}IAS BEEN ADruDGED A
NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION BY THE SUPEzuOR
COURT OF THE COUNTY OF KERN, STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
UNDER DATE OF FEBRUARY 5, 1952, CASE NUMBER 57óIO;
THAT THE NOTICE, OF WHICH T}IE ANNEXED IS A PRINTED
COPY, HAS BEEN PUBLISHED IN EACH REGULAR AND
ENTIRE ISSUE OF SAIDNEWSPAPER
AND NOT IN ANY SUPPLEMENT THEREOF ON THE
FOLLOWING DATES, TO WIT: tlt74¡6

t2/t/16

ALL IN YEAR 2016

i CERTIFY (OR DECLARE) LINDER PENALTY OF PERJURY
THAT THE FOREGOING IS CORRECT

DATED AT

oEC 0

Ad Number:
Edition:
Class Code

Start D¡te

Billing Lines

rotàl Cost

Billing
Address

t4263705 PO#:
ITBC Run Times 2

LegalNotices

11/24/2016 Stop Date 12/112016

19 Inches 114.92

$ 129.00 Account IKCO45

CLERK OF BOARD OF SUPERVISOT

II15 TRUXTUNAVE5THFL
BAKERSFIELD,CA 9330I

Solicitor I.D.: 0

First Text
NOTICE OF PUBLIC }IEARING ON THE INDIAN W

AdNumber 14263705

nm¡

to Ìr€sme a

wdttm
wdtten

btrr thc mmrcntl to ¡

tlecmber 1, 2Of 6

:måH¡lEmu*9.ä#f 
P;,ff*iHIt*-d^$ånff*m.'

NoYmbs¡ 24,
r4263705
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oFout{DwAlEn
AUÎHORITY'S

ELECTION IO BE-
coftlEAaROUND-

WATER
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NOTICE 18 HEREBY
GIVEN lhål Dutsuant
to Calllornlà WaterCode sêcllon
10729(bl, ths Board

**** ¡¡uç:ber

DECLARATTON
OF PUBLTCA'NON

{20t s.s ct,c.P.)

State of Califomia, County çf'Kern, ss;

Þeelarant says:

That ¿t all tirncs, hcrein mentioned declarant is and was a
eitizen of the tlnitecl States, over the age of twenty-one years.
a¡rd not a pårlry to nor interçsted in the within matter; {hat
<lçclarant is the prineipal clerk ofthc printer and rhe publisher
cf'THE DAILY IND€PENDENT, a uewspaper: of general
eiÌçulqtion printed and published daily in rhe e ity of
Ridgeerest, Indian Wells Judicial Distriet, eounry of Kern,
.5tate çf Calif'omia, ra,¡iç¡ newsp¿ps¡ has been adjudged a

¡ÌewspapÊr of'gener-al cir:culation by the said Super-ior eourt by
order r¡rade and renewçd July 8, 1952, in Civil procçecling No.
58584 of said Conrt: that the instrume¡lt of whieh the annexed
in a. printed copy has lreen published in eaeh rcgular a¡rd like
issuc of said newspaper (arrtl not any supplen:errt thereof) on
the ftrllowing dates, to=wit:

!t- sq- t lp
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PROOF OF PUBLICATTON

{2r15.5 C.C.P,)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
County of San Bernardino

I am a çitizen of the United States and a
resident of the County aforesaid; I äm
over the age of eighteêñ !€ðrsi and not ð
party to or inlerested ln, Bhê ebp'vç entitled
matter: I am the prlncipal clerk of the
publishe¡. of the DAILY PRESS, a
newspAper of gener,al circulatlon,
published in the City of Victorville, County
of San Bernardino, and'whleh newspaper
has been adJud'lcated a ñewspapêr sf
general circulation by the Super.ior Court
of the eounty of San Bernardino, State of
Californla, under the date of November 21,
1938, Case nurhber 43096/ that the
notice, of whieh the annexed is a printed
eCIpy (set in type not smaller than
nonBareil), has been published in eaeh
regular and entire issue of said newspaper
and not in any supplement thereof on the
following dates, to-wit:

November 23 and39

All in the year Z0-re,.

I certify (or declare) under penalty of
perJury thãt the foregoing is true and

correct.

Þated this; 30tb day of Novenlbe¡r

This sBace is,the Gounty Clerk's Filing
Stamp

Froof of Publication of
NOaI:ÇLOFlUËgç

}LËARTÑG

rlovrmbct 2!;

wétcn

5

1wq[r$fi$1l$[$l$I!}ürjrtilllrll\rlryillrll[l
, Puþfl¡he¡f ln the

D¡fl., Pi¡Jr
Novrvnbc'?l, 10, ttlì é

fw'gil



PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2015.5 C.C.P.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
COUNTY OF INYO

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the
County aforesaid. I am over the age of eighteen years,
and not a party to or interested in the above-entitled
matter. I am the principal clerk of the printer of the

The lnyo Register

County of lnyo
The lnyo Register has been adjudged a
newspaper of general circulation by the
Superior Court of the County of lnyo,
State of California, under date of
Oct. 5, 1953, Case Number 5414;
that the notice, of which the annexed
is a printed copy (set in type not
smaller than non-pareil), has been
published in each regular and entire
issue of said newspaper and not in
any supplement thereof, on the

NOVEMBER 24 AND DECEMBER 1

in the year 2016

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury
14TH Day of DECEMBER, 2016
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Proof of Publication of

Public Notice

NOTICË OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE INÐIAN WELLS VALLEY
GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY'S
ELECTION TO BECOME A

GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABIL.
ITY AGENCY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN thât
oursuant to California Water Code
section 10723(b), the Boârd of the
lndian Wells Valley Groundwater
Authoritv shall hold a public hear'
ino on December 8, 2016, at 10:00

a.-m. at three locations: 1) Ridge'
crest Ciiy Counc¡l Chambers lo-
cated at 100 California Avenue,
Ridgecrest, California 93555i 2)

Mulii-Purpose Conference Room
Hioh Desert Government Center,
lS'900 SmoXe Tree Street, 2nd
Floor Hesperia, CA 92345; and 3)

lnvo County Water Department
Cónference Room, 135 South
Jâckson S$eet, lndePendence, CA

93526. The Board will consider
and determine at the Public hear'
ino whether the Authority shall file
to become a Groundwater Sus-
tainability Agency pursuant to the
Sustainable Groundwater Man'
aoement Act for the lndian Wells
Vällev Groundwater Basin Written
comóents maY be submitted Prior
to the hearing bY maìl or hand de-

liverv to Lauren Duffy, lndian Wells
Valléy Water District at 500 Ridge-
crest Blvd, Ridgecrest, California
93555. The Board shall also con-
sider oral and written comments
received during the hearing but the
presid¡ng officer maY limit oral

comments to a reasonable length.
(n 1 1 84, 1211 116, #12640)



Exh¡b¡t rrD"



BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
INDIAN WELLS VALLEY GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY

ln the matter of Resolution No. 02-16

RESOLUTION ELECTING TO BECOME A
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABI LITY AGENCY
FOR THE ENTIRETY OF THE ¡NDIAN WELLS
VALLEY GROUN DWATER BASIN.

l, Lauren Duffy, Clerk of the Board of Directors for the lndian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority,

do certify that the following resolution, on motion of Director Brown , seconded by Director Breeden.

was duly passed and adopted by the Board of Directors at an official meeting this 8th day of December,

2016, by the following vote:

AYES: Peggy Breed.en, Peter Brown, Mick Gleason, Matt Kingsley, BobPage

NOES: None

ABSENT: None.

Clerk of the Board of Directors
Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority

RESOLUTION

Section 1. WHEREAS

(a) The comprehensive groundwater legislation referred to as the "Sustainable

Groundwater Management Act" (SGMA) was signed into law on September 16, 2014 with an

effective date of January 1,2015, and codified at California Water Code sections 10720 ef seq.;
and

(b) The stated purpose of SGMA, as set forth in California Water Code Section

10720.1, is to provide for the susta¡nable management of groundwater basins, and subbasins, as

defined by the California Department of Water Resources at a local level by providing local water

supply, water management and land use agencies with the authority and technical and financial
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assistance necessary to sustainably manage groundwater; and

(c) SGMA further provides for and anticipates that eligible local agencies overlying

basins that are designated by California Department of Water Resources (DWR) as "high or

medium priority" will form Gioundwater Sustainable Agencies ("GSAs").for the purpose of

achieving grouñdwater sustainability through the adoption and implementation of Groundwater

Sustainability Plans ("GSPs"); and

(d) Water Code section 10723(a) authorizes local agencies with water supply, water

r"n"gèr"nt or local land use responsibilities, or a combination of those local agencies,

overlying a groundwater basin to elect to become a GSA; and

(e) Water Code section 10735.2(a) provides that the State Board may designate the

Basin as probationary if any portion of the Basin is not covered by a GSA before June 30'

2017; and

(0 The general members of the lndian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority (all of

which iall within tñe SGMA definition of a GSA eligible agency) formed the Authority for, and

with, the express purpose of forming a GSA for the entirety of the unadjudicated groundwater

basin known as lndian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin (Basin); and

(g) The combined political boundaries of the general members overly the entirety of

the eaà]ñ, which is designated in DWR Bulletin 118 as Basin No.6-54 and which is included on

the list of critically overdrafted basins; and

(h) Staff has reviewed this matter and determined that this matter is exempt from further

CEqA review pursuant CEqA Guideline section 15061(bX3) because it can be seen with certainty

that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the

environment and CEQA Guideline section i s¡zA(nxs) because the matter is an organizational

activity that will not result in a direct or indirect physical change in the environment; and

(i) As required by Water Code section 10723(b), the notice of public hearing to

consider this election to betome a GSA for the Basin was published pursuant to Government

Code section 6066 in The Bakersfield Californian, The lnyo Register, and The Daily Press; and

ü) On December 8, 2016, the Board of Directors properly h_eld the noticed public

hearinj'required byWater Code section 10723(b) at 10:00 a.m. in the City Council Chambers

tor tniCity of Ridi¡ecrest, 100 West California Avenue, Ridgecrest, CA 93555; and the lnyo

County Wáter Depártment Conference Room, 135 Jackson Street, lndependence, CA, 93526;

and Jerry Lewis High Desert Government Center, 15900 SmokeTree Street,2nd Floor, Multi-

Purpose conference Room No. 221, Hesperia, california 92345.

section 2. lT ls RESOLVED by the Board of lndian wells Valley Groundwater Authority,
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State of California, as follows

1. This Board finds that the recited facts are true and that it has the jurisdiction to

consider, approve, and adopt this Resolution.

2. This Board incorporates and makes all the findings recommended by staff,

whether verbally or in their written reports.

3. This Board finds and determines that the applicable provisions of the California

Environmental Quality Act of 1970 ('CEQA"), the State CEQA Guidelines, and the Kern County

Guidelines have been observed in conjunction with the hearing and the considerations of this

matter and it is exempt from further CEQA review pursuant Sections 15061(bX3) and 15378(bX5)

4. This Board hereby elects to form a GSA for the entirety of the Basin.

5. As required by Water Code section 10723.2, the Authority shall consider the

interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater in the Basin.

O. As required by Water Code section 10723.4, the Authority shall establish and

maintain a list of ail persons and entities interested in receiving notices regarding the GSP
preparation, meetings, announcements, and the availability of draft plans, maps and other

relevant documents.

T. Counsel is directed to ensure that the notice of GSA formation, and all required

supporting documentation, is submitted to California Department of Water Resources as soon

as possible and within the legally mandated 30 days.

8. The Clerk of this Board shall cause a Notice of Exemption to be filed with the

County Clerks in Kern County, San Bernardino County and lnyo County.
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EXHIBIT E

Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency
City of Ridgecrest
County of Kern
County of lnyo
County of San Bernardino
lndian Wells Valley Water District
lnyokern Community Services District
Kern County Water Agency
Mojave Water Agency
Rand Communities Water District
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EXHIBIT F

a. Holders of Overlvinq Groundwater Riqhts. includinq:

l. Agricultural Users.

. Various Landowners

The Authority is committed to considering the interests of all users in the Basin,
including agricultural users, during the GSP development in an open and transparent
process, including active and open public discussions. ln accordance with that
commitment, the Authority will be preparing, maintaining, and updatíng as necessãry, ã
list, with contact information, of all lands zoned for agricultural use in the Basin.

2. Domestic Well Owners.

. Various Landowners

The Authority is committed to considering the interests of all domestic well
owners in the Basin during the GSP development process in an open and transparent
process, including active and open public discussions. ln accordance with that
commitment, the Authority will be preparing, maintaining, and updating as necessâry, a
list, with contact information, of all domestic well owners in the Management Area.

Additionally, the Authority recognizes that well owners that extract less than two
acre feet per year for domestic purposes are considered to be "de minimis extractors"
and therefore they are excluded from certain provisions of SGMA.

b. Municipal Well Operators.

. City of Ridgecrest

The only incorporated city within the Management Area is the City of Ridgecrest
which is also a member of the Authority.

c. Public Svstems.

. lndian Wells Valley Water District

. lnyoKern Community Services District

. Rand Communities Water District



The Authority is committed to consideríng the interests of all public water system
operators in the Basin during the GSP development process in an open and transparent
process, including active and open public discussions. ln accordance with that
commitment, the Authority will be preparing, maintaining, and updating as necessary, a
list, with contact information, of all public water system operators in the Management
Area. Additionally, if and to the extent that there are any private water systems that are
providing water to the public they will be included in this list.

d. Local Land Use nninq Aoencies.

. City of Ridgecrest

. County of Kern

. County of lnyo

. County of San Bernardino

The local land use planning agencies within the Management Area are all
signatories and voting members of the Authority.

e. Envi ronmental Users of Groundwater.

. None Known

At present, the Authority is unaware of any water users that would fit within this
category. With that said, the Authority is committed to considering the interests of all
environmental users of groundwater in the Basin during the GSP development process
in an open and transparent process, including active and open public discussions. ln
accordance with that commitment, the Authority will develop, maintain, and update as
necessary, a list, with contact information, of all environmental users of groundwater in
the Management Area as they are identified.

f. Surface Water Users. if there is a loqic connection betwee surface and
qroundwater bodies

It is currently believed that there are no identifiable surface water users in the
Management Area. With that said, the Authority is committed to considering the
interests of all surface water users in the Basin during the GSP development process in
an open and transparent process, including active and open public discussions. ln
accordance with that commitment, the Authority the County will develop, maintain, and
update as necessary, a list, with contact information, of all surface water users in the
Management Area as they are identified.



g. The Federal ment. includino. but not limited the militarv and
manaqers of Federal lands.

. Bureau of Land Management

. Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake

h. California Native American Tribes.

. Death Valley Timbisha Shoshone Band of California

At present, the Authority is unaware of any other Native American Tribes in the
Management Area. With that said, the Authority is committed to considering the
interests of all users of groundwater in the Basin during the GSP development process
in an open and transparent process, including active and open public discussions. ln
accordance with that commitment, the Authority will develop, maintain, and update as
necessary, a list, with contact information, of all Native American Tribes in the
Management Area as they are identified.

¡. Disadvantaoed unities. includino. but not Iimited , those served bv
private domestic wells or small communitv water svstems.

At present, the Authority is unaware of any Disadvantage Communities within the
Management Area. With that said, the Authority is committed to considering the
interests of all users of groundwater in the Basin during the GSP development process
in an open and transparent process, including active and open public discussions. ln
accordance with that commitment, the Authority will develop, maintain, and update as
necessary, a list, with contact information, of all Disadvantage Communities in the
Management Area as they are identified.

i. Entities listed in Section I 0927 that are monitorino and reoortinq oroundwater
elevations in all or oart of a oroundwater basin manaoed bv the qroundwater
sustainabilitv agencv.

. Cíty of Ridgecrest

. County of Kern

. lndian Wells Valley Water District

. Kern County Water Agency

. Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake

All of the above interested parties will be considered in the operation of the GSA
and the development of the GSP.


